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Project Registration Number

Niagara River Greenway Commission
Consultation and Review Form

Type of Review Required: Mandatory Consultation

Voluntary Review and/or Endorsement

PROJECT SPONSOR INFORMATION

Town of Niagara

Name:

Mailing Address: 7105 Lockport Road, Niagara Falls

State: New York Zip Code: 14305

Federal Id# 16-6002322 Charities Registration #

PROJECT TYPE

Check all that apply: _____ Environmental X_ Cultural/Heritage =~ Land or Water Public Access
i Cultural _ Trail _X Educational/Interpretive
______Waterfront or Land Based Development ____ Signage
i Recreational _ Other

Project Name: Town of Niagara Veterans Memorial Park

Location: 7000 Lockport Road

Site Address: Same

State: New York Zip Code: 14304

Minor Civil Division(s):

County: Niagara

. own
Project Proponent Property Interest (own, lease, easement or other):




AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL

Name: Steven C. Richards Title: Town Supervisor

Business Address: 7105 Lockport Road, Niagara Falls

State: New York Zip Code: 14305

Telephone Number: (716)297-2150 ext 136Cell Number: N/A

Fax Number: (716) 298-4651

E-Mail Address: srichards@etownofniagara.com

PROJECT POINT OF CONTACT

Name: Camie McGraw Title: Engineer

. . Conestoga-Rovers & Associates
Organization/Firm:

Business Address: 285 Delaware Avenue

State: _ New York Zip Code: 14202

Telephone Number: 716-856-2142 Cell Number:

Fax Number: /16-856-2160

E-Mail Address: N/A




PROJECT NARRATIVE

Please attach material which responds to the follow five items in the order that they are presented.

I.

In a brief paragraph, describe the project and its purpose, how and when it will be
accomplished, and why it is important.

Referring to the Niagara River Greenway Plan, clearly document and describe how the
proposed project will advance the Niagara River Greenway vision including the goals,
principles, and criteria that define that vision.

Define the budget for the proposed project and include costs for the following:

Planning $ 600,000
Construction $ 5,000,000
Acquisition $ N/A
Administration $ 400,000
Operation and Maintenance / Year § 288,000
TOTAL PROJECT COST $ 6,288,000

Identify all sources of funding and the amount of funding expected from each source.
Identify and quantify funds that are already on hand or have been allocated for the
proposed project. Explain how the project will be operated and maintained.

Describe the measures taken at the local level to gain community and government
support for this project (hearings, petitions, public surveys, resolutions of support or other
methods). If this project has been cited or described in a local planning document or
some equivalent thereof, attach copies of that documentation highlighting the sections
that are relevant to the proposed project. Describe the role of municipal agencies,
stakeholder groups, consultants, volunteers or others who will be involved in the
proposed project.

Describe and document the environmental setting and existing conditions at the proposed
project site. If you are not the owner of the property include a letter(s) or resolution(s)
evidencing support for the project by the owner. Provide photographs, conceptual plans
and drawings that show the site as it presently exists and the how the site will change
with the addition of the proposed project. Describe how your project will comply with the
State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA). The existence of wetlands,
significant upland and aquatic habitats, and plant or animals species that are classified as
rare, threatened, or endangered should be noted. Explain how such natural resources will
be protected and / or enhanced. Cite any relevant project related studies.



Town of Niagara Veterans Memorial Park — Phase 3

Project Review — Niagara River Greenway Commission

and Host Communities Standing Committee

Project Narrative

Town of Niagara
representatives  anticipate
that they will break ground
in the spring of 2008 on
the third and final phase of
Veterans Memorial Park.
The final phase includes
the construction of the
Community Center, an
amphitheater and both
tennis and bocce courts.
Calvin K. Richards Senior/Youth Activity Center ~ Approval for the final
Veteran's Memorial Park design of the community
center is expected in
winter 2007. The final phase is scheduled as a two-year construction project that
is expected to be completed no later than the spring of 2010. The facilities will be
part of the existing 124-acre park that also includes the 6,000 square-foot Calvin
K. Richards Senior/Youth Activities Building, four baseball diamonds, two soccer
fields, a pond, and walking and bicycle trails — all of which were constructed
under earlier phases. The park not only provides recreational fields and facilities
but puts them in one location, creating a community meeting place. Upon
completion of the phase, the Town of Niagara Veterans Park Master Plan,
developed in 2000, will be complete. The park’s Master Plan took three years to
develop. The goal was to improve the quality of life for current and future
residents. The planning process culminated with a public hearing, which allowed
for participation and input from the community-at-large.

1. Consistency with Principles
e [Excellence — The Town of Niagara Veterans Memorial Park is a world

class facility and was awarded the American Council of Design
Engineers Gold Award in 2004. As are projects from all over the
world, the park was rated on the basis of uniqueness and originality;
future value to the engineering profession and perception by the
public; social, economic and sustainable development considerations;
complexity; and successful fulfillment of client/owner’s needs,
including schedule and budget. Although the award was a major
accomplishment for any project, the Town of Niagara wishes to
complete the final phase of the Master Plan, and in doing so will meet
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Town of Niagara

Veterans Memorial Park — Phase 3

Project Review — Niagara River Greenway Commission

and Host Communities Standing Committee

the same level of excellence in the design, development and
completion of the Veterans Memorial Park Community Center.

Sustainability — The Town of Niagara is committed to the long-term
care and operation of the site and has dedicated the necessary funds
into its annual budget. The operation and maintenance of the park is
estimated at $288,000 per year. Included within those funds is the
money necessary for the addition of three new park staff members.
The park already serves as headquarters for several programs: the
Summer Youth Recreation and Baseball Program, the Police Athletic
League Soccer Program, as well as the Senior Citizen Lunch and
Recreation Programs. Events are well attended, and the facilities are
being utilized by a large and diverse population. The addition of the
Community Center will increase the number of events and programs
offered to the public.

Accessibility — Although the Town of Niagara does not include
waterfront property, the park is ideally located with easy access to the
Niagara Falls Riverfront via Route 31, which connects to Military and
Lockport Roads — both of which are main arteries to area attractions
such as the Fashion Outlets of Niagara. In addition, the park is home to
recreational fields and facilities that are situated in a centralized
location for resident use. The park is easily accessible via the NYS
thruway (two miles) and is along the main route to Niagara Falls when
traveling from the Lewiston-Queenston International Bridge. The
Town of Niagara welcomes an array of travelers and visitors to the
area, and the addition of a Community Center will only enhance
Veterans Memorial Park, serving as a venue for a wide range of
activities that will attract residents and visitors alike.

Ecological Integrity — The site represents the only remaining
undeveloped green space in the Town of Niagara. By developing a
park that maintains and highlight’s the area’s natural setting, the Town
is committed to ensuring the integrity of its features and habitat. To
encourage residents’ appreciation of the park’s features, the town will
install informative signage along the nature trails, educating park
visitors about the ecosystem that the park attracts and protects. The
124-acre park is home to a diverse population of wildlife and fauna.
Visitors will have the opportunity to share in a unique habitat that
includes turkey, deer, coyotes, and migratory birds such as geese.

@ Worldwide Engineering, Environmental, Construction, and IT Services 2

630326



Town of Niagara

Veterans Memorial Park — Phase 3

Project Review — Niagara River Greenway Commission

and Host Communities Standing Committee

A review of the project by the New York State Department of
Conservation finds that the Town remains in full compliance with the
guidelines set by the State Environmental Quality Review Act.

Public Well-Being — By providing activities and programs for all
residents, no matter what their age group, the park promotes an active
and social lifestyle and seeks to better the health of all of its visitors.
Once completed, the Community Center will be a cornerstone of the
124-acre park site. The Community Center will also be utilized for
various workshops, including arts and crafts and will provide a fitness
center and game room, as well as a meeting space for a variety of local
groups and organizations free of charge.

Connectivity — Veterans Memorial Park is located within walking
distance of Reservoir State Park. Future consideration will be given to
a possible trail system connecting the two parks.

Restoration — Prior to the construction of the park, the area was made
up of several properties that included an open field, a mixture of forest
and un-maintained brush and utility corridors maintained by the New
York Power Authority. The town purchased and consolidated the
properties that now make up the park, cleared overgrown brush,
assessed the health of the forest, removed debris from the forested
area, and concentrated construction in already open areas in order to
avoid disturbing the natural ecosystem.

Authenticity — The 124-acre park will be dedicated upon completion to
local veterans. The Community Center will house a display of historic
information and artifacts related to local veterans for park guests to
view and enjoy. In addition to the veterans display, an additional
exhibit will showcase highlights in the history of the Town of Niagara.
Also, the park will incorporate informative signage within natural
habitat areas that will serve as educational tools on the animal and
plant life that share the park.
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Town of Niagara

Veterans Memorial Park — Phase 3

Project Review — Niagara River Greenway Commission

and Host Communities Standing Committee

Celebration — Veterans Town Park will provide a centralized and
accessible location where the Town of Niagara can host outdoor and
indoor concerts, gatherings and community celebrations. It will serve
as a venue for a variety of events including holidays or local
ceremonies recognizing community milestones.

Partnerships — In development of this site, the Town has established
partnerships with local businesses such as Fashion Outlets of Niagara
and state funding agencies. The New York Power Authority has
previously sponsored work at the site, and the Town looks forward to
their continued community support.

Community Based — The Park not only provides recreational fields
and facilities but puts them in one location, creating a community
meeting place. The park serves as headquarters for several programs:
the Summer Youth Recreation and Baseball Program, the Police
Athletic League Soccer Program, as well as the Senior Citizen Lunch
and Recreation Programs. Upon completion of Phase III, the Town of
Niagara Veterans Memorial Park Master Plan will be realized.

2. Priority Status

Development of an integrated trail and park system — Upon further
study, the Town of Niagara would like to determine if the Veterans
Park Trail System has the potential to be the beginning of a town-wide
trail system — a system that may one day connect to other
municipalities’ trail systems.

Restoration of the Niagara River ecosystem — The site, which
includes forested areas and a man-made lake, provides natural habitat
for migratory animal species and ensures the maintenance of local
plant life.

Interpretation and education about the region’s cultural, natural
and historic resources — The 124-acre park will be dedicated upon
completion to local veterans and will showcase their history as well as
the history of the Town. The Community Center will house a display
of historic information and artifacts related to local veterans for park
guests to view and enjoy. Also, the park will incorporate informative
signage within natural habitat areas that will serve as educational tools
on the animal and plant life that share the park.
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Town of Niagara Veterans Memorial Park — Phase 3

Project Review — Niagara River Greenway Commission

and Host Communities Standing Committee

e Revitalization of urban centers — Up until the Town purchased the site
in 2000, the property remained unutilized largely due to the New York
Power Authority power lines bisecting the site. In addition, residents
had no access to a centralized park system. Residents often found
themselves trying to shuttle between several parks in order to
accommodate schedules. The park now serves as a central meeting
place for a host of activities that cater to residents of every age.

3. Focus Area

The Town of Niagara is not located directly on the waterfront. However, to
connect the Town and encourage its residents to visit the Niagara River Region
and its surrounding attractions, the Town requires a recreational and natural
landmark to incorporate into the region. The park serves as a connector between
area attractions. In addition, this project is one step closer to the Town’s inclusion
into the regional park system.

4. Environmental Soundness

The project will cause limited disturbance to natural features. Currently, the site
includes a section of undisturbed forest, which is not included in the walking
trails. The new Community Center will abut this area and the forest will be
utilized as a natural screen for neighboring residences. As part of the project, the
area will be cleaned; with brush and debris removed, and the park staff will
maintain the area as part of the site. The incorporation of information signage
throughout the site will also educate residents on the importance of this natural
habitat and be a reminder that every visitor has a role in keeping the area clean
and undisturbed. The site will include several landscaped areas and involve the
incorporation of local plant life around the Community Center.

The Town will introduce a rain garden to the area to handle stormwater roof
runoff from the building. A rain garden is a depression planted with native plants
and flowers, which is designed to collect and absorb the stormwater and allow it
to seep naturally into the ground. The stormwater system in the Town of Niagara
contributes to the Niagara River. These gardens have been proven useful tools to
control runoff and eliminate potential contaminants. The Town of Niagara is a
member of the WNY Stormwater Coalition, which has successfully aided in the
installation of several rain gardens projects in Erie County.
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Town of Niagara Veterans Memorial Park — Phase 3

Project Review — Niagara River Greenway Commission

and Host Communities Standing Committee

5. Implemental

Design of this project has already begun. Local engineering and architectural
firms are developing the plans with direct participation by the Town Supervisor.
Approval for the final design of the Community Center is expected in winter
2007. The project is scheduled to break ground in spring 2008. The final phase, a
two-year construction project, is expected to be completed no later than the spring
0f 2010. The Town Recreational Commission will handle the operation of the
park with the assistance of an outside consultant to run specific programs. Once
the project is complete, the Town will hire three new full-time employees and
assign several part-time employees for the maintenance team.

6. Economic Viability and Local Sponsor or Partner (6 and 7 combined)
On May 1, 2000 the Veterans Memorial Park Master Plan was presented to the
Town Board. The Master Plan included a breakdown of the three phases with
accompanying budgets, as well as the Environmental Site Assessment of the
property and accompanying wildlife and their habitat elements of the area. The
board passed a resolution on May 16, 2000 accepting the Master Plan. The
following consultants were or are presently involved with the park and took on
the following roles:

e A 17-member Commission was established to create the Master Plan. The
group included 14 members of the community and was compiled of senior
citizens, representatives from youth and recreational organizations and
paid consultants including Kideney Architects and Trowbridge and Wolf
Landscape Architects;

e CRA Infrastructure and Engineering and Frizlen Group Architects along
with Supervisor Steven C. Richards are designing the plans for the final
phase;

e CRA Infrastructure and Engineering will oversee the construction of the
Community Center and related facilities;

e Town of Niagara Park staff conducts the maintenance of the site; and

e Consultant SE Koltarz and the Town Recreation Commission (all
volunteers) oversee the day-to-day operations of the complex, leagues and
special events.

The Town of Niagara has and will continue to be the main sponsor of Veterans
Memorial Park. The Town Recreation Commission oversees the operation of all
park programs. The Commission is made up entirely of volunteers, who are
committed to the improvement of the park and its services. All maintenance will
be included in Town’s annual budget including additional job positions. The
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Town of Niagara Veterans Memorial Park — Phase 3

Project Review — Niagara River Greenway Commission

and Host Communities Standing Committee

town will invest in any equipment needed to ensure the continued quality of the
park.

8. Matching Funds/ Leveraging

The Town purchased the 124-acre property and obtained an easement to cross the
NYPA utility lines with an access road. For this project, the Town will invest one
million dollars of its Capital Fund in the design and construction. The Greenway

funds will be employed to secure funding, pay financing on bonds or match grants
for the remaining project.

9. Consideration of other Planning Efforts

This park has been the vision of the Town of Niagara for more than two decades.
It took three years to develop the Veterans Memorial Park Master Plan. A 17-
member Commission was established to create the Master Plan. The group
included 14 members of the community representing senior citizens and youth
and recreational organizations, and paid consultants including Kideney Architects
and Trowbridge and Wolf Landscape Architects. On May 1, 2000 the Master Plan
was presented to the Town Board. The Master Plan included a breakdown of the
three phases with accompanying budgets, as well as the Environmental Site
Assessment of the property and accompanying wildlife and their habitat elements
of the area. The board passed a resolution on May 16, 2000 accepting the Master
Plan (see Appendix B).
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Town of Niagara Veterans Memorial Park — Phase 3

Project Review — Niagara River Greenway Commission
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Budget
Planning/Engineering $600,000
Construction $5,000,000
Acquisition N/A
Administration $400,000
Total Project Costs $6,000,000

The operation and maintenance of the park is estimated at $288,000 per year and
is incorporated into the Town’s annual budget. The budget will include three new
job positions with the park staff.

Funding sources currently planned or allocated to the project and the amount of
funding expected from each is as follows:

Town’s Capital

Project Fund $1,000,000
Town’s

Community Funds $500,000
Fashion Outlets of

Niagara $1,000,000
Total Funds

Available $2,500,000

The Town of Niagara will bond the remaining funds required for the design and
construction of the project.
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Environmental Setting and Existing Conditions

Maps of Veterans Memorial Park are contained in Appendix C. The park is
mapped in one scenario without the community center. A second map details its
anticipated location.

Appendix D contains architectural drawings of the exterior elevations and floor
plan and of the proposed Community Center, as well as a site plan of the current
conditions at the park.

Appendix E contains the State Environmental Quality Review Full Environmental
Assessment Form, which enabled the Town of Niagara to consider the
environmental impact of the project equally with the social and economic factors
during the decision making process.

A review of the project by the New York State Department of Conservation finds
that the Town remains in full compliance with the guidelines set by the State
Environmental Quality Review Act. There are no aquatic habitats, plant or animal
species that are classified as rare or endangered present.
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Niagara town park receives Gold
Award |

Town of Niagara Town Supervisor Steven Richards proudly displays the
A‘merican Council of Engineering Companies Gold Award, which recog-
nizes the outstanding site deveiopment of the lown's new community cen-
ter and park. (photo by Ralph Schwarz) .

Town of Niagara Supervisor
Steven Richards recently accepted
the prestigious 2004 Gold Award
from the American Council of En-
gineering Companies for outstand-
ing site development for the new
Town of Niagara Community Cen-
ter and Veterans Memorial Park.

The award, which was handed out
at the council's annual awards pro-
gram in New York City, recognized
the design and development of the
new i24-acre park and comrmunity
center and the town's commitment
to lea e the natural setting of the
Gibed @it Wing future
generations to see and enjoy na-
ture's beauty.

- adp, D brief accepiance speech,

"The Gold Award is a testament
to seven years of hard work and de-
dication by ail involved," said
Richards, adding that the award will
be displayed in the new activity
building. "Now that the park is set
to open, the residents will have a
park second to none in New York
state and one to be very proud of.”

The design and construction team
consisted of O'Brien and Gere Engi-
neering Company, project inspector
Hubie Schientz, Kideney Archi-
tects, and Acres Engineering, all of
Buffalo, and Armand Cerrone Con-
struction Company of the town of
Niagara as general contractor. .

(




THE RICHARDS HAVE

FILLED A

GIANT VOID

IN THE TOWN BY .
COMPLETING THREE
LITTLE iLA(JUE

54 BUFFALO SPREE » APRIL 2004

BY KATIE SCHLIENTZ

Calyin and Steve Richards have not only provided the
Town of Niagara with the biggest backyard ever, they have
also proved that green thumbs may run in the family,

For over twenty-three years, Calvin, or “Cal,” has
envisioned a place for the Town of Niagara's children to
play. He watched quietly as the rural town transformed
into one of the county’s busiest commercial and residential
ommumues. He watched as blacktop replaced the open
gdreen space, spattering parks and putting recreational facil-
ities on the endangered species list,

Cal knew he had to set aside space for future denera-
tions,

“The Town of Niagara was a heavy, industrial town
that was quickly turning commercial,” Cal says. “It vwas
developing so rapidly that all the vacant land was being
taken up. I wanted to preserve open space and keep it nat-
ural for people to enjoy. I always had the thought that this
town needed a central location.”

When Cal became town supervisor in 1978, he set his
sights on a piece of land that would be ideal for a future
park. However, the town board did not share his vision.
The tack of support and funding kept Cal's dream on hold.
His efforts felt short after James Saceo defeated Cal in
1988,

In 1996, Cal’s dream became a family affair, His son
Steve followed in his father's political footsteps to defeat
Sacco.

Ag town supervisor and with the help of the town
board, Steve pushed his father’s dream into a reality. He
lobbied to Sen. George Maziarz; Gov. George Pataki; the
MNew York State Office for Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation; the New York State Power Authority;
Prime Qutlets, and other sources to obtain the $2.7 mitlion
needed to fund the park.

“It gave me pleasure hecause 1 was able to complete




my father's dream,” Steve says. “Not
many children can say they did that.”

Construction of the park began
three vears ago and phase one has
already been completed, The Richards
have filled a giant void in the town by
completing three Little Lesgue dia-
monds, one baseball field, and two
multi-purpose fields for soccer, lacrosse,
and football,

The park not only providea the
recreational fields and facilities desper-
ately needed, but also puts them in one
location, This aecomplishes one of the
major goals the Richards set for the
park.

“There were several ‘pocket parks,’
but no community meeting place,”
Steve explains. “Cftentimes, families
had two different ball games in two dif-
ferent locations. Now they have one
ceniral focation,”

The park also includes 7,000 feet of
stone and dust nature trails that lead
into seventeen acres of wood. Here, vig-

itors can observe turkey, deer, myriad
birds, and other wildlife, Visitors can
also walk or bike on the 8,400 feet of
paved trails that circle around the park,
winding around a man-made pond,
which will eventually be stocked with
figh.

It's everything a child—or the child
in Cal and Steve—can imagine.

“When Steve was little, he was ag
he is now: ambitious and hardwork-
ing,” Cal says. “When he sets his sights
on something, it usually gets done.”

Last October, the Town of Niagara's
Veterans Memorial Park officially
opened during a dedication ceremony
of the community center, marking the
end of phase one. When the draping
was removed from the sign on the build-
ing, Cal was shociced. It revealed the
new name of the {acility; the “Calvin K.
Richards Senior/Youth Aectivity Cen-
tcl‘.“

“He dedicated a lot of years to this
project,” Steve asserts. “The whole
town hoard decided it would be a sitting
tribute.”

The sign caught Cal completely off
guard.

“I was speechless,” Cal recalls. “I
had no ides, It amazes me how they
didn’t let me know, It was the best-kept
gecret in the Town of Niagara for
years."

MNow, Cal can watch what was cnee
a distant dream out the front window of
hizs home. He has even had many
opportunities to enjoy his own most
prized aspect of the park.

The rest of the town has also taken
advantage of the park. Cal says that he
enjoys seeing people walking on the
trails. Most of them stop to thank him
and tell him how much they enjoy the
wouods.

The next phases of the park include
a cultural center, which will house a
gym, library, craft rooms, office spiaces,
and other facilities, A swimming pool,
amphitheatre, and tennis courts are
also in the projected plans.

“That park is the apple of my eye,”
Steve beams. "Every acre is beautiful.”

KATIE SCHLIENTZ 1S A BUFEALO SPREE
INTERI AND SENIOR AT Clantsis COLLEGE,
WHERE SHE 1§ EDITOR OF THE GRIFFIN,

BUFFALO SPREE « APRIL 2004 35
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TOWN OF NIAGARA

COUNTY OF NIAGARA, STATE OF NEW YORK
NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y.

PHONE: 287-2150

7105 LOCKPCRT ROAD
FAX: 207-0262

MNIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 14305

DATE: May 17, 2000
TO: Steven C. Richards, Supervisor
FROM: Sylvia Virtuoso, Town Clerk

RE: Resolution to adopt the Master plan for the Town of Niagara Community
Center and Park.

At a Town of Niagara Board meeting conducted on the 16th day of May
2000 the Town Board took the following action:

Approved the above referenced request.

Appropriate Town Officials shall take such action as may be required.

CC: V?;!‘win Richards
1le



TOWN OF NIAGARA

COUNTY OF NIAGARA, STATE OF NEW YORK
NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y.

PHONE: 297-2150
FAX: 297-9262
www.townofniagara.com

7105 LOCKPORT ROAD
NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 14305

OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK
Sylvia Virtudso

STATE OF New York )
COUNTY OF Niagara ) SS:
TOWN OF Niagara }

I, Sylvia Virtuoso, Clerk of the Town of Niagara, New York, do hereby certify
that I have compared the foregoing copy of this Resolution with the original on
file in my office, and that the same is a true and correct transcript of said original
Resolution and of the whole thereof, as duly adopted by the Town of Niagara
Town Board at a meeting duly called and held at the Town of Niagara Town Hall
on May 16, 2000 by the required and necessary vote of the members of the Town
Board to approve the following Resolution:

Resolution to adopt the Master Plan for the Town of Niagara Community
Center and Park

Witness My Hand and the Official Seal of the Town of Niagara, New York this
gt day of November 2007.

,mﬂh,u/u Undiem

Syly lvza rtuoso, Town Clerk
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Appendix A
State Environmental Quality Review
FULL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORM

14-16-2 (9/95)-7¢

Purpose: The full EAF is designed to help applicants and agencies determine, in an orderly manner, whether a project or action
may be significant. The question of whether an action may be significant is not always easy to answer. Frequently, there are
aspects of a project that are subjective or unmeasurable. It is also understood that those who determine significance may have
little or no formal knowledge of the environment or may be technically expert in environmental analysis. In addition, many who
have knowledge in one particular area may not be aware of the broader concerns affecting the question of significance.

The full EAF is intended to provide a method whereby applicants and agencies can be assured that the determination
process has been orderly, comprehensive in nature, yet flexible to allow introduction of information to fit a project or action.

Full EAF Components: The full EAF is comprised of three parts:

Part 1. Provides objective data and information about a given project and its site. By identifying basic project data,
it assists a reviewer in the analysis that takes place in Parts 2 and 3.

Part 2: Focuses on identifying the range of possible impacts that may occur from a project or action. It provides
guidance as to whether an impact is likely to be considered small to moderate or whether it is a potentially-large

impact. The form also identifies whether an impact can be mitigated or reduced.

Part 3: If any impact in Part 2 is identified as potentially-large, then Part 3 is used to evaluate whether or not the
impact is actually important.

DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE - Type 1 and Unlisted Actions

Identifying the Portions of EAF completed for this project: ®Part | O Part 2 O Part 3

Upon review of the information recorded on this EAF (Parts 1 and 2 and 3 if appropriate), and any other supporting information,
and considering both the magnitude and importance of each impact, it is reasonably determined by the lead agency that:

)( A.  The project will not result in any large and important impact(s) and, therefore, is one which will not have a
significant impact on the environment, therefore a negative declaration will be prepared.

O B.  Although the project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be a significant effect for
this Unlisted Action because the mitigation measures described in PART 3 have been required, therefore a

CONDITIONED negative declaration will be prepared.*

0 C.  The project may result in one or more large and important impacts that may have a significant impact on the
environment, therefore a positive declaration will be prepared.
* A Conditioned Negative Declaration is only valid for Unlisted Actions

Town of Niagara Community Center
Name of Action

el \j( B )
| QN Mn aqany N (
Name of Ldad Agenty
¢ “x ﬁ‘ qrr— o .
tewa C Richads Lown  Supw viser
Print or Type Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency Title of Responsible Officer |

j,_,f)éa (5@\—1/\} . } v ‘;1.‘3( ey r)')

Signature of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency Sighature of Prep\arer (if different from responsible officer)

September 20, 2001
Date

Draft: September 20, 2001 1 O’Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc.

Fuidrv83\projects\640312702 \maeapt | wpd




PART 1 - PROJECT INFORMATION
Prepared by Project Sponsor

NOTICE: This document is designed to assist in determining whether the action proposed may have a significant effect on the
environment. Please complete the entire form, Parts A through E. Answers to these questions will be considered as part of the
application for approval and may be subject to further verification and public review. Provide any additional information you

believe will be needed to complete Parts 2 and 3.

It is expected that completion of the full EAF will be dependent on information currently available and will not involve new
studies, research or investigation. If information requiring such additional work is unavailable, so indicate and specify each

instance.

Name of Action

Town of Niagara Community Center

Location of Action (include Street Address, Municipality and County)
North of Lockport Road, Town of Niagara, Niagara County (see Figure 1)

Name of Applicant/Sponsor Business Telephone

Town of Niagara (716) 297-2150

Address

7105 Lockport Road

City/PO State Zip Code
Niagara Falls, New York New York 14305

Name of Owner (if different) Business Telephone

Same as above

Address State Zip-Code

City/PO State Zip Code

Description of Action: In an effort to preserve green space within its boundaries, the Town has acquired 126 acres of forest,
shrubland, hayfield and wetland. The Town has developed a Master Plan that includes the goal of maintaining green space while

developing a Community Center.

The Site Plan included herein as Figure 2 represents the full build scenario of the Master Plan. It is anticipated that construction of
the Phase I components will commence in the fall of 2001 and be completed in the fall of 2002. Phase 1 consists of the following

components:

. Paved access drive from Lockport Road, extending to the western portion of the project area.

Four baseball fields, two multi-use sports fields, a youth/seniors concession/maintenance building, and
associated parking area and access drive in the western portion of the project area.

. A pond/wetland enhancement area and paved pedestrian walkways in the central portion of the project area.
Stone-dust nature trails that provide scenic walk ways around existing federally-regulated wetland areas in the

eastern portion of the project area.

Additional components that are being considered for future project phase(s) but for which construction has not been scheduled

include:

. Paved access drive extending to the eastern portion of the project area.

. Community Center building that includes tennis courts, basketball court, playground, and associated parking
areas in the central portion of the project area.

. Additional athletic facilities including a baseball field, horseshoe pits, playground, and parking areas in the
eastern portion of the project area.

. Walking, bicycling, and roller blading trail systems.

Draft: September 20, 2001 2 O’Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc.
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Please Complete Each Question -- Indicate N.A. if not applicable

A, Site Description
Physical setting of overall project, both developed and undeveloped areas.
1. Present land use: oUrban DIndustrial OCommercial ~ OResidential (suburban)
®Rural (non-farm) ®Forest RAgriculture COther
2. Total acreage of project area: 126+ acres.
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE PRESENTLY AFTER COMPLETION
Meadow or Brushland (Non-agricultural) 46  acres 24 acres
Forested 23 acres 23 acres
Agricultural (Includes orchards, cropland, pasture, etc.) 53  acres 0 acres
Wetland (Freshwater or tidal as per Articles 24, 25 of ECL) 0 acres 0 acres
Water Surface Area 0 acres 1.6 acres
Unvegetated (Rock, earth or fill) 0 acres 0 acres
Roads, buildings and other paved surfaces (road crossings) 0 acres 10.5 acres
Other (Indicate type) Athletic field and open space 0 acres 63 acres
Federal wetlands 3.69 acres 3.54 acres
3. What is predominant soil type(s) on project site? Churchville, Lakemont, Odessa, Ovid
- a. Soil drainage:  OWell drained %of site OModerately well drained % of site
- ®Poorly drained 100 % of site
b. If any agricultural land is involved, how many acres of soil are classified within soil group 1 through 4 of the
NYS Land Classification System? 0 acres. (See 1 NYCRR 370).
Source: Niagara County Soil Survey (USDA SCS, 1972)
4. Are there bedrock outcroppings on project site? OYes &No
a. What is depth to bedrock? 44 (in feet)
Source: Niagara County Soil Survey (USDA SCS, 1972)
5. Approximate percentage of proposed project site with slopes: ® 0-10% 100 % 00-15% %

0 15% or greater %

6. Is project substantially contiguous to, or contain a building, site, or district, listed on the State or the National Registers

of Historic Places? OYes ® No
A Phase I Cultural Resources Investigation is currently being performed on the subject property. Results of the

= study will be forwarded when available.

7. Is project substantially contiguous to a site listed on the Register of National Natural Landmarks? OYes &No
~ A Phase I Cultural Resources Investigation is currently being performed on the subject property. Results of the

study will be forwarded when available.
8. What is the depth of the water table? 0.5-2 (in feet)

Source: Niagara County Soil Survey (USDA SCS, 1972)
9. Is site located over a primary, principal, or sole source aquifer? OYes ® No

Source: USEPA Region 2 sole source aquifers (9/22/99)
10. Do hunting, fishing or shell fishing opportunities presently exist in the project area? OYes ®& No
Il Does project site contain any species of plant or animal life that is identified as threatened or endangered?

OYes ® No  According to NYSDEC Division of Fish, Wildlife & Marine Resources
Identify each species
12. Are there any unique or unusual land forms on the project site? (i.e., cliffs, dunes, other geological formations)
3 O’Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc.

Draft: September 20, 2001
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OYes ® No Describe

-
13. Is the project site presently used by the community or neighborhood as an open space or recreation area?

OYes ®No If yes, explain

2 14. Does the present site include scenic views known to be important to the community?
OYes ®No

15. Streams within or contiguous to project area: East tributary of Gill Creek
a. Name of Stream and name of River to which it is tributary: Niagara River
16. Lakes, ponds, wetland areas within or contiguous to project area:
{ : a. Name Unnamed Wetland b. Size (in acres) 3.69+
Source: Wetland Delineation Report (O’Brien & Gere 2001)
[ A 17. Is the site served by existing public utilities? ®Yes O No
a) If Yes, does sufficient capacity exist to allow connection? ®Yes O No
b) If Yes, will improvements be necessary to allow connection? ®Yes ONo

18. Is the site located in an agricultural district certified pursuant to Agriculture and Markets Law, Article 25-AA, Section

303 and 3047 OYes 8No
Source: Town of Niagara Map of Agricultural District No. 7 (1981)

19, Is the site located in or substantially contiguous to a Critical Environmental Area designated pursuant to Article 8 of the

ECL, and 6 NYCRR 6177 TYes & No
Source: NYSDEC list of Critical Environmental Areas (NYSDEC, 6/26/98).

20. Has the site ever been used for the disposal of solid or hazardous wastes? OYes ®No
B. Project Description

Physical dimensions and scale of project (fill in dimensions as appropriate):
Total contiguous acreage owned or controlled by project sponsor: 126  acres

a
b. Project acreage to be developed: 86 acres initially; 98 acres ultimately.
c. Project acreage to remain undeveloped: 28  acres.

. d.  Length of project, in miles (if appropriate): 0 miles (if appropriate)

) e. If the project is an expansion, indicate percent of expansion proposed:  N/A %

- f. Number of off-street parking spaces: 0 existing: 286  proposed.

: g. Maximum vehicular trips generated per hour Peak rate = 150 (upon completion of project)?
“ h.  If residential: Number and type of housing units:

One Family Two Family Multiple Family Condominium

Initially: N/A
Ultimately:

1. Dimensions (in feet) of largest proposed structure (Senior/youth center) 25' height; 210' width; 175' length.

J. Linear feet of frontage along a public thoroughfare project will occupy is? 0 ft.

2. How much natural material (i.e., rock, earth, etc.) will be removed from the site? 0 tons/ cubic yards
Material will be reused on-site.

3. Will disturbed areas be reclaimed? OYes ®No  ON/A
a. If yes, for what intended purpose is the site being reclaimed?
b. Will topsoil be stockpiled for reclamation? BYes ONo
¢.  Will upper subsoil be stockpiled for reclamation? ®Yes ONo
4 O’Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc.
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4. How many acres of vegetation (trees, shrubs, ground covers) will be removed from this site?  10.5 acres.

5. Will any mature forest (over 100 years old) or other locally-important vegetation be removed by this project?

OYes ®No
Source: Gromosiak, 1997,

6. If single phase project: Anticipated period of construction N/A months, (including demolition).
7. If multi-phased:
a. Total number of phases anticipated: unknown (number)
{ b. Anticipated date of commencement phase 1 11 month _ 2001 year, (including demolition).
' ¢. Approximate completion date of final phase _unknown month year.
- d. Is phase 1 functionally dependent on subsequent phases? OYes ®&No
8. Will blasting occur during construction? OYes ®No
9. Number of jobs generated during construction 100 ; after project is complete 10
10. Number of jobs eliminated by this project. 0
11. Will project require relocation of any projects or facilities? OYes ®No If yes, explain
12. Is surface liquid waste disposal involved? O Yes ®No
a. If yes, indicate type of waste (sewage, industrial, etc.) and amount

b. Name of water body into which effluent will be discharged

13. Is subsurface liquid waste disposal involved? OYes ®No  Type
14. Will surface area of an existing water body increase or decrease by proposal? ®Yes ONo
Explain:

The proposed pond in the center of the project area represents an expansion/enhancement of the palustrine
wetland that borders the unnamed tributary to Gill Creek. The proposed layout for this area is shown in Figures

E 3 and 4.

15. Is project or any portion of project located in a 100 year flood plain? ®Yes ©No
Source: FEMA, Panel No. 360507, Town of Niagara
- 16. Will the project generate solid waste? ®Yes ©ONo
. a. If yes, what is the amount per month? <1 tons
b. If yes, will an existing solid waste facility be used? BYes ONo
c. Ifyes, give name: Town of Niagara Municipal L.F. ; location
d. Wil any wastes not go into a sewage disposal system or into a sanitary landfill? OYes ®@No
e. If yes, explain:
17. Will the project involve the disposal of solid waste? OYes = No
a. If yes, what is the anticipated rate of disposal? tons/month
b. If yes, what is the anticipated site life? years.
18. Will project use herbicides or pesticides? OYes ®No
19. Will project routinely produce odors (more than one hour per day)? oOYes =& No
20. Will project produce operating noise exceeding the local ambient noise levels? OYes ® No
21. Will project result in an increase in energy use? ®Yes ONo
If yes, indicate type(s) Electric, gas
22. If water supply is from wells, indicate pumping capacity:  N/A gallons/minute.
Draft: September 20, 2001 5 O’Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc.
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23, Total anticipated water usage per day: gallons/day.
A maximum usage of 50 gallons/minute is expected (Kideney, 2001). This results in an estimated maximum daily

usage of 3,000 gallons/day.

24, Does project involve Local, State or Federal funding? BYes 0ONo
If yes, explain: The Town of Niagara, New York Power Authority, and State of New York will provide

funding.
25, Approvals Required: Type Submittal Date

City, Town, Village Board OYes ONo
City, Town, Village Planning Board OYes oNo

» City, Town Zoning Board O0Yes ONo

! City, County Health Department ®Yes ONo Niagara County DOH

Other Local Agencies ®Yes ONo  Niagara County Sewer District
Town of Niagara Water Dept.

[ Other Regional Agencies OYes ONo
State Agencies ®Yes ONo  NYSDEC, SHPO
Federal Agencies ®Yes ONo  USACOE

C. Zoning and Planning Information

1. Does proposed action involve a planning or zoning decision? O Yes ®No

Fw If yes, indicate decision required:

2 ® zoning amendment 0 zoning variance O special use permit O subdivision O site plan
O new/revision of master plan O resource management plan O other

2. What is the zoning classification(s) of the site? Residential (R-1)

3. What is the maximum potential development of the site if developed as permitted by the present zoning?
N/A

4. What is the proposed zoning of the site? N/A

i 5. What is the maximum potential development of the site if developed as permitted by the proposed zoning?
N/A

6. Is the proposed action consistent with the recommended uses in adopted local land use plans? ®Yes O No

7. What are the predominant land use(s) and zoning classifications within a 1/4 mile radius of proposed action?
Residential, agricultural

8. Is the proposed action compatible with adjoining/ surrounding land uses within a 1/4 mile? BYes ONo

9. If the proposed action is the subdivision of land, how many lots are proposed? N/A
a. What is the minimum lot size proposed?

10. Will proposed action require any authorization(s) for the formation of sewer or water districts? OYes ®No
The project area is located in the Niagara County Sewer District.

I1. Will the proposed action create a demand for any community provided services (recreation, education, police, fire

protection)? ®Yes 0ONo
a. If yes, is existing capacity sufficient to handle projected demand? 8Yes O No

12. Will the proposed action result in the generation of traffic significantly above present levels? 2 Yes O No
a. If yes, is the existing road network adequate to handle the additional traffic? ®Yes O No

Draft: September 20, 2001 6 O’Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc.
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D. Informational Details

Attach any additional information as may be needed to clarify your project. If there are or may be any adverse impacts

associated with your proposal, please discuss such impacts and the measures which you propose to mitigate or avoid
them.

E. Verification

I certify that the information provided above is true to the best of my knowledge.
v
Applicant/Sponsor Name: ?\O\DG'T P L-CU’\ Ne 3:‘ . Date: G ‘ zc\ <3}

S ‘\ /7 " R . . — .
Signature: u{&ﬂo %)\/)wn (77/(« Beven F ée(iTitle Sfmor‘ M!«'anlm‘; tnﬁu nc"d'/
1 - t X 7 4 7
\ / Twn Bagindem

oastal Assessnient Form before proceeding

If the action is in the Ccktal Area, and you are a state agency, complete the C
with this assessment,

N/A

Draft: September 20, 2001 7
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TOWN OF NIAGARA COMMUNITY CENTER
SEQRA COORDINATION REQUEST

- NOTICE OF PROJECT

{ll Project Name: Town of Niagara Community Center

Project Description: The Town of Niagara has prepared a site plan for a proposed Community

{ Center north of Lockport Road (see attached site location map). This
Community Center has been designed to preserve valuable green space

in the Town while providing residents with an educational/recreational
( resource. The proposed project site consists of 126 acres of forest,

shrubland, hayfield, and wetland.

The Site Plan included herein as Figure 2 represents the full build
scenario of the Master Plan. It is anticipated that construction of the
Phase I components will commence in the fall of 2001 and be completed
in the fall of 2002. The project will be funded by the Town of Niagara,
the New York Power Authority, and the Grants Office of the New York
State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation. Phase 1
consists of the following components:

* Paved access drive from Lockport Road, extending to the western
portion of the project area.

* Four baseball fields, two multi-use sports fields, a concessions
building, and associated parking area and access drive in the western
portion of the project area.

* A pond/wetland enhancement area and paved pedestrian walkways
in the central portion of the project area.

¢ Stone-dust nature trails that provide scenic walk ways around
existing wetland areas in the eastern portion of the project area.

b

Additional components that are being considered for future project
phase(s) but for which construction has not been scheduled include:

* Paved access drive extending to the eastern portion of the project

area.

¢ Community Center building, tennis courts, basketball court,
playground, and associated parking areas in the central portion of the
project area.

¢ Additional athletic facilities including a baseball field, horseshoe
pits, playground, and parking areas in the eastern portion of the
project area.

¢ Walking, bicycling, and roller blading trail systems.

Location: North of Lockport Road in the Town of Niagara, Niagara County, New
York (see attached site location map).

Town of Niagara I September 14, 2001
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Status (as marked [®]):

b3 Permit applications have not yet been submitted.

Permit applications have been submitted.

= The Town of Niagara does not wish to assume lead agency status.
& The Town of Niagara wishes to assume lead agency status.
Contact Person: Mr. Steven Richards, Supervisor

Town of Niagara

7105 Lockport Road

Niagara Falls, New York 14305
Phone: 716-297-2150

Town of Niagara 2
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Project Description and Purpose

The Town of Niagara has prepared a site plan for a proposed Community Center for the Town of Niagara.
This Community Center has been designed to preserve valuable green space in the Town while providing
residents with an educational/recreational resource. The proposed project site consists of 126 acres of
forest, shrubland, hayfield, and wetland north of Lockport Road in the Town of Niagara, Niagara County,
New York (see attached site location map). The Site Plan included herein as Figure 2 represents the full
build scenario of the Master Plan. It is anticipated that construction of the Phase I components will
commence in the fall of 2001 and be completed in the fall of 2002. Phase 1 consists of the following

com ponents:

Paved access drive from Lockport Road, extending to the western portion of the project area.
Four baseball fields, two multi-use sports fields, a concessions building, and associated parking area

and access drive in the western portion of the project area.
e A pond/wetland enhancement area and paved pedestrian walkways in the central portion of the

project area.
e Stone-dust nature trails that provide scenic walk ways around existing wetland areas in the eastern

portion of the project area.

Additional components that are being considered for future project phase(s) but for which construction
has not been scheduled include:

Paved access drive extending to the eastern portion of the project area.
Community Center building, tennis courts, basketball court, playground, and associated parking areas

in the central portion of the project area.
e Additional athletic facilities including a baseball field, horseshoe pits, playground, and parking areas

in the eastern portion of the project area.
e Walking, bicycling, and roller blading trail systems.

I:\projects\6403\27021\2_corres\japcovel.doc
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PART 2 - PROJECT IMPACTS AND THEIR MAGNITUDE
Responsibility of L.ead Agency

ro——y e

General Information (Read Carefully)
! In completing the form the reviewer should be guided by the question: Have my responses and determinations been

£ reasonable? The reviewer is not expected to be an expert environmental analyst.

f ! The Examples provided are to assist the reviewer by showing types of impacts and wherever possible the threshold of
magnitude that would trigger a response in column 2. The examples are generally applicable throughout the State and for
most situations. But, for any specific project or site other examples and/or lower thresholds may be appropriate for a

f ' Potential Large Impact response, thus requiring evaluation in Part 3.
The impacts of each project, on each site, in each locality, will vary. Therefore, the examples are illustrative and have been

offered as guidance. They do not constitute an exhaustive list of impacts and thresholds to answer each question.
! The number of examples per question does not indicate the importance of each question.
! In identifying impacts, consider long term, short term and cumulative effects.

Instructions (Read carefully)
a. Answer each of the 20 questions in PART 2. Answer Yes if there will be any impact.

b. Maybe answers should be considered as Yes answers.
C. If answering Yes to a question then check the appropriate box(column 1 or 2)to indicate the potential size of the impact. If

impact threshold equals or exceeds any example provided, check column 2. [If impact will occur but threshold is lower than

- example, check column 1.
= d. Identifying that an Impact will be potentially large (column 2) does not mean that it is also necessarily significant. Any

large impact must be evaluated in PART 3 to determine significance. ldentifying an impact in column 2 simply asks that it

Yﬁ be looked at further.
If reviewer has doubt about size of the impact then consider the impact as potentially large and proceed to PART 3.

If a potentially large impact checked in column 2 can be mitigated by change(s) in the project to a smali to moderate
impact, also check the Yes box in column 3. A No response indicates that such a reduction is not possible. This must be

explained in Part 3.

™~

1 2 3
Small to Potential Can Impact Be
Moderate Large Mitigated by
Impact Impact Project Change

impact on Land

1. Will the Proposed Action result in a physical change to the project

site?
NO E.] YES D

- Examples that would apply to column 2
C Any construction on slopes of 15% or greater, (15 foot

rise per 100 foot of length), or where the general slopes
in the project area exceed 10%.

o Construction on land where the depth to the water table
is less than 3 feet.

C Construction of paved parking area for 1,000 or more
vehicles.
C Construction on land where bedrock is exposed or D Yes DNO

generally within 3 feet of existing ground surface.

C Construction that will continue for more than 1 year or
involve more than one phase or stage.

O EBO000 O
00000 o
B
.

C Excavation for mining purposes that would remove
more than 1,000 tons of natural material (i.e., rock or

soil) per year.

Paae 11 of 21



P

C Construction or expansion of a santary landfill.
C Construction in a designated floodway.

C Other impacts:

1
Small to
Moderate
Impact

]
=]
]

2
Potential
Large
Impact

]
]
]

3

Can impact Be
Mitigated by
Project Change

D Yes
mYes
E]Yes

DNO
[:]No
E]No

Will there be an effect to any unique or unusual land forms found on
the site? (i.e., cliffs, dunes, geologicai formations, etc.)

E] NO DYES

C Specific land forms:

Yes

DNO

Impact on Water

Will Proposed Action affect any water body designated as protected?
(Under Articles 15, 24, 25 of the Environmental Conservation Law,

ECL)
[No [=] vES

Examples that would apply to column 2
C Developable area of site contains a protected water body.

C Dredging more than 100 cubic yards of material from channel of
a protected stream.

C Extension of utility distribution facilities through a protected water
body.

C Construction in a designated freshwater or tidal wetland.

C Otherimpacts:

OFE O OM

OO O Og

DNO
DNO

DNO
DNo

Will Proposed Action affect any non-protected existing or new body of
water?

[=]NnoO E]YES

Examples that would apply to column 2
C A 10% increase or decrease in the surface area of any body of
water or more than a 10 acre increase or decrease.

C Construction of a body of water that exceeds 10 acres of surface
area.

C Otherimpacts:

]

O 0O

D Yes
m Yes

[:I Yes

D No
DNO
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5. Will Proposed Action affect surface or groundwater quality or
quantity?

ENO DYES

Examples that would apply to column 2

C

C

Proposed Action will require a discharge permit.

Proposed Action requires use of a source of water that does not
have approval to serve proposed (project) action.

Proposed Action requires water supply from wells with greater
than 45 gallons per minute pumping capacity.

Construction or operation causing any contamination of a water
supply system.

Proposed Action will adversely affect groundwater.

Liquid effluent will be conveyed off the site to facilities which
presently do not exist or have inadequate capacity.

Proposed Action would use water in excess of 20,000 gallons
per day.

Proposed Action will likely cause siltation or other discharge into
an existing body of water to the extent that there will be an
obvious visual contrast to natural conditions.

Proposed Action will require the storage of petroleum or
chemical products greater than 1,100 gallons.

Proposed Action will allow residential uses in areas without
water and/or sewer services.

Proposed Action locates commercial and/or industrial uses
which may require new or expansion of existing waste treatment
and/or storage facilities.

Other impacts:

1

Smali to
Moderate
Impact

1
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[

2

Potential
Large
Impact

[T
L]
[
[
[
[
[
]
[
L]
[
1

Can Impact Be
Mitigated by
Project Change

DNO
DNO

DNO
DNO
DNO

Paae 13 of 21




6. Will Proposed Action alter drainage flow or patterns, or surface water

runoff?
E NO [:] YES

Examples that would apply to column 2
C Proposed Action would change flood water flows

C Proposed Action may cause substantial erosion.
C Proposed Action is incompatible with existing drainage patterns.

C Proposed Action will aliow development in a designated
floodway.

C Otherimpacts:

1
Small to
Moderate

Impact

O O0000

2
Potential
Large
Impact

O OOoon0

3
Can Impact Be
Mitigated by
Project Change

DYes DNO
DYes DNO

DYes DNO
DYes DNo

DYes DNO

IMPACT ON AIR

Will Proposed Action affect air quality?
E NO B YES

Examples that would apply to column 2
C Proposed Action will induce 1,000 or more vehicle trips in any

given hour.

C Proposed Action will result in the incineration of more than 1 ton
of refuse per hour.

C Emission rate of total contaminants will exceed 5 Ibs. per hour
or a heat source producing more than 10 million BTU’s per

hour.

C Proposed Action will allow an increase in the amount of land
committed to industrial use.

C Proposed Action will allow an increase in the density of
industrial development within existing industrial areas.

C Otherimpacts:

OO0 0 O0an0

O00 0Oga0o

DYes DNO
DYes DNO
DYes DNO

DYes l:] No
DYes DNO
DYes D No

IMPACT ON PLANTS AND ANIMALS

Will Proposed Action affect any threatened or endangered species?
[E] NO D YES

Examples that would apply to column 2
C Reduction of one or more species listed on the New York or

Federal list, using the site, over or near
the site, or found on the site.
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1 2 3

Small to Potential Can Impact Be
- Moderate Large Mitigated by
Impact Impact Project Change
C  Removal of any portion of a critical or significant wildlife habitat. N [ ves [Ino

D E] DYes DNo
D D DYes DNO

C  Application of pesticide or herbicide more than twice a year,
other than for agricuitural purposes.

C Otherimpacts:

9. Will Proposed Action substantially affect non-threatened or non-
endangered species?

[ENO D YES

Examples that would apply to column 2
" C Proposed Action would substantially interfere with any resident

or migratory fish, shellfish or wildlife species.

EYes E] No
[]yes [INo

[
N

[
]

Proposed Action requires the removal of more than 10 acres of
mature forest (over 100 years of age) or other locally important

vegetation.

D D DYes DNO

C Otherimpacts:

IMPACT ON AGRICULTURAL LAND RESOURCES
10. Will Proposed Action affect agricultural land resources?
D NO E:] YES

i Examples that would apply to column 2
C The Proposed Action would sever, cross or limit access to E E] DYes D No

agricultural land (includes cropland, hayfields, pasture, vineyard,
orchard, etc.)

[

C Construction activity would excavate or compact the soil profile of [:] D Yes m No

agricultural land.
[:] Yes D No

]

C The Proposed Action would irreversibly convert more than 10 [E
acres of agricultural land or, if located in an Agricultural District,
more than 2.5 acres of agricultural land.
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11.

12.

C The Proposed Action would disrupt or prevent installation of
agricultural land management systems (e.g., subsurface drain
lines, outlet ditches, strip cropping); or create a need for such
measures (e.g. cause a farm field to drain poorly due to

increased runoff).

C Otherimpacts:

1
Small to
Moderate
Impact

[

]

2
Potential
Large
Impact

[]

[]

3
Can Impact Be
Mitigated by
Project Change

DYes [:] No

BYes D No

IMPACT ON AESTHETIC RESOURCES

Will Proposed Action affect aesthetic resources? (If necessary, use
the Visual EAF Addendum in Section 617.20, Appendix B.)

[=]no []yes

Examples that would apply to column 2
C Proposed land uses, or project components obviously different

from or in sharp contrast to current surrounding land use
patterns, whether man-made or natural.

C Proposed land uses, or project components visible to users of
aesthetic resources which will eliminate or significantly reduce
their enjoyment of the aesthetic qualities of that resource.

C Project components that will result in the elimination or
significant screening of scenic views known to be important to

the area.

C Otherimpacts:

O O O O

O O O O

GYes D No
D Yes D No
BYes D No

BYes D No

IMPACT ON HISTORIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Will Proposed Action impact any site or structure of historic,

prehistoric or paleontological importance?
E] NO D YES

Examples that would apply to column 2
C  Proposed Action occurring wholly or partially within or
substantially contiguous to any facility or site listed on the State

or National Register of historic places.

C Anyimpact to an archaeological site or fossil bed located within
the project site.

C Proposed Action will occur in an area designated as sensitive
for archaeological sites on the NYS Site Inventory.
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13.

14.

C Otherimpacts:

1
Small to

Moderate
Impact

.

2
Potential
Large
Impact

C

3
Can Impact Be
Mitigated by
Project Change

DYes D No

IMPACT ON OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION

Will proposed Action affect the quantity or quality of existing or future
open spaces or recreational opportunities?

[:] NO BYES

Examples that would apply to column 2
C The permanent foreclosure of a future recreational opportunity.

C A major reduction of an open space important to the community.

C Otherimpacts:

=100

00O

[:i Yes E]No
B Yes DNO
m Yes D No

See response in Part 3.

IMPACT ON CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL AREAS

Will Proposed Action impact the exceptional or unique
characteristics of a critical environmental area (CEA) established
pursuant to subdivision BNYCRR 617.14(g)?

E]No E]YES

List the environmental characteristics that caused the designation of

the CEA.

Examples that would apply to column 2
C Proposed Action to locate within the CEA?

C Proposed Action will result in a reduction in the quantity of the
resource?

C Proposed Action will result in a reduction in the quality of the
resource?

C Proposed Action will impact the use, function or enjoyment of the
resource?

C Otherimpacts:

O 0 0O 00

O 0O 0O 00
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IMPACT ON TRANSPORTATION

15. Wili there be an effect to existing transportation systems?

16.

17.

D NO E YES

Examples that would apply to column 2
C Alteration of present patterns of movement of people and/or

goods.

C Proposed Action will result in major traffic problems.

C Otherimpacts:

1
Small to
Moderate

Impact

a0

2

Potential

Large

Impact

OO

3
Can Impact Be
Mitigated by
Project Change

DYes [:3 No

DYes D No
DYes D No

IMPACT ON ENERGY

Will Proposed Action affect the community’s sources of fuel or
energy supply?

[=]no [Jves

Examples that would apply to column 2
C Proposed Action will cause a greater than 5% increase in the
use of any form of energy in the municipality.

C Proposed Action will require the creation or extension of an
energy transmission or supply system to serve more than 50
single or two family residences or to serve a major commercial
or industrial use.

C Otherimpacts:

O

DYes L—J No
mYes D No

DYes DNO

NOISE AND ODOR IMPACT _

Will there be objectionable odors, noise, or vibration as a result of
the Proposed Action?

[=]no [Jves

Examples that would apply to column 2
C Blasting within 1,500 feet of a hospital, schoot or other sensitive

facility.
C  Odors will occur routinely (more than one hour per day).

C Proposed Action will produce operating noise exceeding the
local ambient noise levels for noise outside of structures.

C Proposed Action will remove natural barriers that would act as a
noise screen.

C  Other impacts:

O 0O OO o

00O oo g

mYes [:I No

DYes D No
mYes U No

L—JYes DNO
DYes DNo




IMPACT ON PUBLIC HEALTH

18. Will Proposed Action affect public health and safety?

ENO DYES

Proposed Action may cause a risk of explosion or release of
hazardous substances (i.e. oil, pesticides, chemicals, radiation,
etc.) in the event of accident or upset conditions, or there may be
a chronic low level discharge or emission.

Proposed Action may result in the burial of “hazardous wastes”
in any form (i.e. toxic, poisonous, highly reactive, radioactive,
irritating, infectious, etc.)

Storage facilities for one million or more gallons of liquefied
natural gas or other flammable liquids.

Proposed Action may result in the excavation or other
disturbance within 2,000 feet of a site used for the disposal of

solid or hazardous waste.

Other impacts:

1

Small to
Moderate
Impact

O

O 0O 0O O

2
Potential
Large
Impact

[

O 0O 0 O

3
Can Impact Be
Mitigated by
Project Change

DYes DNo

DYes DNo

DYes DNO
[]Yes DNO

DYes DNo

IMPACT ON GROWTH AND CHARACTER
OF COMMUNITY OR NEIGHBORHOOD

19. Will Proposed Action affect the character of the existing community?

DNO E]YES

Examples that would apply to column 2

C

The permanent population of the city, town or village in which the
project is located is likely to grow by more than 5%.

The municipal budget for capital expenditures or operating
services will increase by more than 5% per year as a result of

this project.

Proposed Action will conflict with officially adopted plans or
goals.

Proposed Action will cause a change in the density of land use.

Proposed Action will replace or eliminate existing facilities,
structures or areas of historic importance to the community.

Development will create a demand for additional community
services (e.g. schools, police and fire, etc.)
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C Proposed Action will set an important precedent for future
projects.

C Proposed Action will create or eliminate employment.

C Other impacts:

1
Small to
Moderate

Impact

]

[=]
[

2
Potential
Large
Impact

T

1
]

3
Can Impact Be
Mitigated by
Project Change

DYes D No

DYes D No
DYes D No

20. Isthere, oris there likely to be, public controversy related to potential

adverse environment impacts?
[=]no DYES

If Any Action in Part 2 Is Identified as a Potential Large Impact or If you Cannot Determine the Magnitude of

Impact, Proceed to Part 3
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Part 3 - EVALUATION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF IMPACTS

The following narrative has been prepared to describe both the one potentially large impact (on
recreation) and the small to moderate impacts associated with the proposed project. Those items for
which “Yes” answers were given are listed below each heading from Part 2.

Impact on Land

e Construction that will continue for more than 1 year or involve more than one phase or stage.
e Construction in a designated floodway.

The Site Plan represents the full build scenario of the Master Plan. It is anticipated that construction of
the Phase I components will commence in the spring of 2002 and be completed in the spring of 2003.

Phase 1 consists of the following components:

» Paved access drive from Lockport Road, extending to the western portion of the project area.
 Four baseball fields, two multi-use sports fields, a concessions building, and associated parking area
and access drive in the western portion of the project area.

A pond/wetland enhancement area and paved pedestrian walkways in the central portion of the

project area.
* Stone-dust nature trails that provide scenic walk ways around existing wetland areas in the eastern

portion of the project area.

Additional components that are being considered for future project phase(s) but for which construction
has not been scheduled include:

e Paved access drive extending to the eastern portion of the project area.

¢ Community Center building, tennis courts, basketball court, playground, and associated parking areas
in the central portion of the project area.

* Additional athletic facilities including a baseball field, horseshoe pits, playground, and parking areas
in the eastern portion of the project area.

e Walking, bicycling, and roller blading trail systems.

Construction of portions of the pond/wetland enhancement area, paved access drive, and paved pedestrian
walkways will occur within the 100-year floodplain associated with the unnamed tributary to Gill Creek
that extends through the central portion of the project area. Elevations of these components will be set in
accordance with FEMA regulations and Chapter 159 of the Town of Niagara Code, Flood Damage
Prevention, to minimize impacts to the floodplain. In addition, a storm water pollution prevention plan
and erosion and sediment control plan will be completed prior to project implementation to minimize the
potential for erosion and sedimentation of the tributary during and after construction. Measures to be
included in these plans are summarized below.

Standard construction industry stabilization practices will be implemented to minimize soil erosion.
Mitigation measures will be incorporated into both design and construction phases in accordance with
New York State Soil Conservation Service’s Guidelines for Urban Erosion and Sediment Control (Soil
Conservation Service, 1991) and New York State’s General Permit for Storm Water Discharges from
Construction Facilities (Permit No. GP-93-06). The following Erosion and Sedimentation Control

(E&SC) measures will be utilized:

O’Brien & Gere 1
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¢ Construction activities will be phased so that the amount of bare soil exposed at one time will be
minimized to the extent practicable.

e Fill and spoil areas will be located to avoid excessive siltation.

e Earthworks will be periodically inspected to detect evidence of erosion and sedimentation.
Corrective measures will be implemented as necessary.

¢ Installation of silt fencing, stone check dams, and sediment traps.

» Installation of temporary sediment basins, as necessary, to minimize erosion and sedimentation
caused by storm water runoff.

* Stabilized construction entrances. The entrance(s) will be constructed by clearing existing vegetation
and topsoil and installing a filter fabric and stone base. Periodic top dressing with additional stone

will be performed as necessary. Each stabilized entrance will require a sediment trap installed down
gradient to capture vehicle washings and sediment transport during rain events.

* Dust control measures will be implemented to control fugitive dust generation.

e Diversion swales will be installed, as necessary, to capture sediment laden runoff and direct flow to
rip-rap sediment traps.

In addition, after construction activities are complete, the following restoration activities will be
implemented:

e Temporary erosion control devices will be removed when the site is stabilized.

e - Subsoil will be properly graded and scarified before topsoil is added.

e Disturbed soils will be seeded and mulched as soon as practicable after disturbance.
Excess soils from cut areas will be utilized on site as practicable.

Impact on Water

e Developable area of the site contains a protected water body.

- e Construction in a designated freshwater or tidal wetland.

Based on the project design, approximately 0.09-acres of federally-regulated wetland will be impacted by
construction of the access road from Lockport Road (no NYSDEC-regulated wetlands will be impacted).
As a result of the wetland impacts, the Town proposes to construct a 1.5-acre pond/wetland enhancement
area to mitigate the impacted wetland acreage. Per Article 15, Title 5 of the Environmental Conservation
Law (ECL), if either of the following pairs of conditions are met, a protection of waters (POW) permit is

required from the NYSDEC:

e The dam height exceeds 6-ft AND the impoundment capacity is at least 3 million gallons; or,
e The dam height is at least 15-ft AND the impoundment capacity exceeds 1 million gallons.

O’Brien & Gere 2
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As stated in the attached October 23, 2001 letter from Acres, the proposed dam does not meet either of
the listed conditions. As a result, it is our understanding that a POW permit will not be required.

Both the pond/wetland enhancement area and the nature trails have been designed to provide
opportunities for individuals to view a variety of vegetative species that provide different habitat types to
various wildlife species. This will enable the Town of Niagara to provide a valuable educational and
aesthetic natural resource experience to its residents. The pond/wetland enhancement area will include:

A dam and access road across the unnamed tributary to Gill Creek. The dam will be approximately
930 feet long by 50 feet wide (at crest) by 3 feet high (maximum) and will hold a maximum water

volume of 2.85 million gallons.
e Excavation and grading of the stream bed, banks, and existing grade upstream of the dam to provide

additional pond depth.
Two 30-inch diameter corrugated metal pipe culverts to control the volume of flow released

downstream of the dam.
e An emergency spillway.
® Associated asphalt paved access road and walkways.

Materials to be used in construction of the pond/wetland enhancement area include:

¢ Approximately 4,200 cubic yards (cy) of impermeable fill material will be placed and compacted for

dam construction.
e Approximately 16,000 cy of material will be excavated to deepen the impoundment bottom along the

existing tributary. The bottom will be excavated to a maximum depth of 3 feet below existing grade.
1,100 linear feet of 10 foot wide asphalt walkway and 750 linear feet of 20 foot wide asphalt roadway

(along the dam crest).

Contractors will be required to provide for erosion and sedimentation control measures to minimize the
potential for impacts to wetlands and the unnamed tributary. Mitigation measures may include:

Wertlands.
o The use of limited construction crews;

e The placement of excavators and other heavy equipment on timber mats or similar, mats. Heavier
equipment will be diverted around sensitive wetland areas;

® The use of suitable erosion control devices including the placement of double-layers of silt fencing
along the right-of-way line prior to the work. The silt fence will be maintained until the permanent
vegetation is established in those areas disturbed during construction. The silt fence will be removed

after vegetation is established;

¢ No refueling, oiling, or greasing of construction equipment will be allowed in the wetland. In the
event of spillage of petroleum products within the wetlands, prompt remedial action will be taken to

stop, contain, and remove any spilled materials;
e ROW widths in wetlands will be restricted to the narrowest practicable.

® Vegetation in wetland areas will be cleared manually, leaving roots intact to allow for re-sprouting.

O’Brien & Gere 3
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* Restoration of original grades where appropriate and seeding with seed mix suitable for wet soils.

Stream.

¢ Use ofa coffer dam to ensure continued flow of the stream during construction activities.

¢ Installation of silt fence around the proposed trench to minimize release of silt to adjacent
waters/wetlands.

e Muddy/silty water pumped from the trench shall be managed in a manner to eliminate potential
impacts to adjacent waters/wetlands.

* Weather conditions will be monitored prior to scheduled crossings so that should heavy rain be
forecast, construction activities can be rescheduled.

® Refueling of equipment and handling of hydraulic or engine fluids will not be permitted within 100
feet of protected water bodies or wetlands. Absorbent booms will be stored on-site during
construction to be used in the event of leaks or spill.

e  Silt fencing shall be installed on creek banks as needed.
e Spoil piles will be located away from the creek bank.

Storm water.

In accordance with New York State’s General Permit for Storm Water Discharges from Construction
Facilities (Permit No. GP-93-06), the proposed activities will require the filing of a Notice of Intent to the
NYSDEC for storm water discharges associated with the proposed construction project. A storm water
pallution prevention plan will be prepared that presents measures to minimize project related storm water
discharges to surrounding water bodies. Best management practices designed in accordance with the
New York State Soil Conservation Service Guidelines for Urban Erosion and Sediment Control will be

employed.
Impact on Agricultural Land Resources

* The proposed action would sever, cross, or limit access to agricultural land (includes cropland,

hayfields, pasture, vineyard, orchard, etc.)
* The proposed action would irreversibly convert more than 10-acres of agricultural land or, if located

in an Agricultural District, more than 2.5-acres of agricultural land.
The proposed project area includes approximately 52-acres of active hayfield. As a result of the proposed

project, these 52-acres will be permanently converted to playing field, pond, paved surface, and building.
However, the project site is not located within an agricultural district created pursuant to Article 25AA of

the New York State Agricultural Law.

Impact on Open Space and Recreation

e  Other impacts

O’Brien & Gere 4
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The proposed Community Center represents the Town’s efforts to improve the quality of life for Town
residents by making recreational and educational facilities available.

Impact on Transportation
* Alteration of present patterns of movement of people and/or goods.

286 parking spaces will be provided in the project area for use by visitors and staff. It is anticipated that
the periods of heaviest on-site traffic will occur during evenings and weekends when athletic events are
scheduled. As a result, the site is not expected to generate significant traffic volumes during weekday
AM and PM peak traffic periods on adjacent roads (i.e., 7-9AM and 4-6PM, respectively). Therefore,
extensive mitigation (i.e., traffic signals, turning lanes) is not expected to be required. However, to
facilitate traffic flow in the vicinity of the project area during construction, traffic management
techniques, designed in accordance with local guidelines and the New York State Manual of Uniform

Traffic Control Devices, will be employed. Mitigation measures will include:

*  Work within the highway ROW will be completed to the satisfaction of the Town of Niagara and the
Niagara County Highway Department.

e Construction vehicle parking will be limited to on-site staging and laydown areas. Parking in non-
designated areas will be prohibited.

¢ Temporary and permanent signage will be installed along Lockport Road and the proposed site access
drive as needed.

* Traffic cones, drums, flares, lights, work zone warning signs, and flag people will be placed as
needed.

Upon completion of construction, the Contractor will be required to remove temporary traffic control
devices and equipment. Permanent signage and equipment will then be placed.

Impact on Growth and Character of Community or Neighborhood

* Development will create a demand for additional community services (e. g, schools, police, fire, etc.).
® Proposed action will create or eliminate employment.

Operation of the Community Center will necessitate additional police patrols and fire department and
ambulatory coverage. However, adequate capacity exists in both the Town of Niagara police and
fire/rescue departments to service the proposed facilities.

It is anticipated that approximately 100 jobs will be created during construction of the proposed facilities.
Opportunities in road construction, framing, masonry, and utility installation will be available during
construction. During operation, it is expected that 10 permanent positions in maintenance of buildings

and grounds and facility operations will be available.
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13-12-79 (3/99)-9¢ SEQR

State Environmental Quality Review
NEGATIVE DECLARATION
Notice of Determination of Non-Significance

Date: January 15, 2002

This notice is issued pursuant to Part 617 of the implementing regulations pertaining to
Article 8 (State Environmental Quality Review Act) of the Environmental Conservation

Law.

The Town of Niagara as lead agency has determined that the proposed action described
below will not have a significant environmental impact and a Draft Environmental

Impact Statement will not be prepared.

Name of Action: Town of Niagara Community Center

SEQR Status: Type 1 X
Unlisted a
Conditioned Negative Declaration: (W Yes

Description of Action:

The Town of Niagara has prepared a Master Plan for a proposed Community Center for
the Town of Niagara. This Community Center Site Plan has been designed to preserve
valuable green space in the Town while providing residents with an
educational/recreational resource. The project site consists of 126 acres of forest,
shrubland, hayfield, and wetland north of Lockport Road in the Town of Niagara,
Niagara County, New York. The Site Plan represents the full build scenario of the
Master Plan. It is anticipated that construction of the Phase I components will commence
in the spring of 2002 and be completed in the spring of 2003. The project will be funded
by the Town of Niagara, the New York Power Authority, and the Grants Office of the
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation (NYSOPRHP).
Phase 1 consists of the following components:

e Paved access drive from Lockport Road, extending to the western portion of the

project area.

e Four baseball fields, two multi-use sports fields, a concessions building, and
associated parking area and access drive in the western portion of the project area.

e A pond/wetland enhancement area and paved pedestrian walkways in the central
portion of the project area.

e Stone-dust nature trails that provide scenic walk ways around existing wetland areas
in the eastern portion of the project area.

} :
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SEQR Negative Declaration Page 2 of 10

Additional components that are being considered for future project phase(s) but for which
construction has not been scheduled include:

e Paved access drive extending to the eastern portion of the project area.

e Community Center building, tennis courts, basketball court, playground, and
associated parking areas in the central portion of the project area.

o Additional athletic facilities including a baseball field, horseshoe pits, playground,
and parking areas in the eastern portion of the project area.

e Walking, bicycling, and roller blading trail systems.

Location: North of Lockport Road, Town of Niagara (Niagara County), New York

Reasons Supporting This Determination:

In support of Site Plan approval, the applicant has prepared and submitted the following
materials (the record) for consideration by the Lead Agency:

Parts 1, 2, and 3 of a full Environmental Assessment Form.
An October 26, 2001 letter from O’Brien & Gere to the NYSDEC responding to
NYSDEC comments on the SEQR Lead Agency Coordination Letter.

e Pre-Construction Notification for the US Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), dated
September 21, 2001, to accomplish proposed project activities under their Nationwide
Permit program as described in Title 33 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

e The Wetland Delineation Report prepared for the project area in June 2001 by
O’Brien & Gere that identifies portions of the project area that meet federal wetland
criteria set forth in Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and the ACOE 1987 Wetlands

Delineation Manual.

Based on a review of the record, sufficient information is available for consideration by
the Lead Agency in support of this determination. Reasons supporting this determination

are summarized below:

mpac

Construction of portions of the pond/wetland enhancement area, paved access drive, and
paved pedestrian walkways will occur within the 100-year floodplain associated with the
unnamed tributary to Gill Creek that extends through the central portion of the project
area. Elevations of these components will be set in accordance with FEMA regulations
and Chapter 159 of the Town of Niagara Code, Flood Damage Prevention, to minimize
impacts to the floodplain. In addition, a storm water pollution prevention plan and
erosion and sediment control plan will be completed prior to project implementation to
minimize the potential for erosion and sedimentation of the tributary during and after
construction. Measures to be included in these plans are summarized below.

Standard construction industry stabilization practices will be implemented to minimize
soil erosion. Mitigation measures will be incorporated into both design and construction
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phases in accordance with New York State Soil Conservation Service’s Guidelines for
Urban Erosion and Sediment Control (Soil Conservation Service, 1991) and New York
State’s General Permit for Storm Water Discharges from Construction Facilities (Permit
No. GP-93-06). The following Erosion and Sedimentation Control (E&SC) measures will

be utilized:

e Construction activities will be phased so that the amount of bare soil exposed at one
time will be minimized to the extent practicable.

e Fill and spoil areas will be located to avoid excessive siltation.

e Earthworks will be periodically inspected to detect evidence of erosion and
sedimentation. Corrective measures will be implemented as necessary.

e Installation of silt fencing, stone check dams, and sediment traps.

e Installation of temporary sediment basins, as necessary, to minimize erosion and
sedimentation caused by storm water runoff.

e Stabilized construction entrances. The entrance(s) will be constructed by clearing
existing vegetation and topsoil and installing a filter fabric and stone base. Periodic
top dressing with additional stone will be performed as necessary. Each stabilized
entrance will require a sediment trap installed down gradient to capture vehicle

washings and sediment transport during rain events.
e Dust control measures will be implemented to control fugitive dust generation.

o Diversion swales will be installed, as necessary, to capture sediment laden runoff and
direct flow to rip-rap sediment traps.

In addition, after construction activities are complete, the following restoration activities
will be implemented:

e Temporary erosion control devices will be removed when the site is stabilized.
o Subsoil will be properly graded and scarified before topsoil is added.

¢ Disturbed soils will be seeded and mulched as soon as practicable after disturbance.

o Excess soils from cut areas will be utilized on site as practicable.

Impact On Water

Based on the project design, approximately 0.09-acres of federally-regulated wetland will
be impacted by construction of the access road from Lockport Road (no NYSDEC-
regulated wetlands will be impacted). As a result of the wetland impacts, the Town
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proposes to construct a 1.5-acre pond/wetland enhancement area to mitigate the impacted
wetland acreage. Per Article 15, Title 5 of the Environmental Conservation Law (ECL),
if either of the following pairs of conditions are met, a protection of waters (POW) permit

is required from the NYSDEC:

The dam height exceeds 6-ft AND the impoundment capacity is at least 3 million

gallons; or,
The dam height is at least 15-ft AND the impoundment capacity exceeds 1 million

gallons.

As stated in the attached October 23, 2001 letter from Acres International, the proposed
dam does not meet either of the listed conditions. As a result, it is our understanding that

a POW permit will not be required.

Both the pond/wetland enhancement area and the nature trails have been designed to
provide opportunities for individuals to view a variety of vegetative species that provide
different habitat types to various wildlife species. This will enable the Town of Niagara
to provide a valuable educational and aesthetic natural resource experience to its
residents. The pond/wetland enhancement area will include:

A dam and access road across the unnamed tributary to Gill Creek. The dam will be
approximately 930 feet long by 50 feet wide (at crest) by 3 feet high (maximum) and
will hold a maximum water volume of 2.85 million gallons.

Excavation and grading of the stream bed, banks, and existing grade upstream of the
dam to provide additional pond depth.

Two 30-inch diameter corrugated metal pipe culverts to control the volume of flow
released downstream of the dam. ‘

An emergency spillway.

Associated asphalt paved access road and walkways.

Materials to be used in construction of the pond/wetland enhancement area include:

Approximately 4,200 cubic yards (cy) of impermeable fill material will be placed and
compacted for dam construction.

Approximately 16,000 cy of material will be excavated to deepen the impoundment
bottom along the existing tributary. The bottom will be excavated to a maximum

depth of 3 feet below existing grade.
1,100 linear feet of 10 foot wide asphalt walkway and 750 linear feet of 20 foot wide

asphalt roadway (along the dam crest).

Contractors will be required to provide for erosion and sedimentation control measures to
minimize the potential for impacts to wetlands and the unnamed tributary. Mitigation

measures may include:
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Wetlands.
e The use of limited construction crews;

e The placement of excavators and other heavy equipment on timber mats or similar,
mats. Heavier equipment will be diverted around sensitive wetland areas;

e The use of suitable erosion control devices including the placement of double-layers
of silt fencing along the right-of-way line prior to the work. The silt fence will be
maintained until the permanent vegetation is established in those areas disturbed
during construction. The silt fence will be removed after vegetation is established;

e No refueling, oiling, or greasing of construction equipment will be allowed in the
wetland. In the event of spillage of petroleum products within the wetlands, prompt
remedial action will be taken to stop, contain, and remove any spilled materials;

e ROW widths in wetlands will be restricted to the narrowest practicable.

e Vegetation in wetland areas will be cleared manually, leaving roots intact to allow for
re-sprouting.

e Restoration of original grades where appropriate and seeding with seed mix suitable
for wet soils.

Stream.

e Use of a coffer dam to ensure continued flow of the stream during construction
activities.

e Installation of silt fence around the proposed trench to minimize release of silt to
adjacent waters/wetlands.

e Muddy/silty water pumped from the trench shall be managed in a manner to eliminate
potential impacts to adjacent waters/wetlands.

e Weather conditions will be monitored prior to scheduled crossings so that should
heavy rain be forecast, construction activities can be rescheduled.

e Refueling of equipment and handling of hydraulic or engine fluids will not be
permitted within 100 feet of protected water bodies or wetlands. Absorbent booms
will be stored on-site during construction to be used in the event of leaks or spill.

o Silt fencing shall be installed on creek banks as needed.

e Spoil piles will be located away from the creek bank.
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Storm water.

In accordance with New York State’s General Permit for Storm Water Discharges from
Construction Facilities (Permit No. GP-93-06), the proposed activities will require the
filing of a Notice of Intent to the NYSDEC for storm water discharges associated with
the proposed construction project. A storm water pollution prevention plan will be
prepared that presents measures to minimize project related storm water discharges to
surrounding water bodies. Best management practices designed in accordance with the
New York State Soil Conservation Service Guidelines for Urban Erosion and Sediment

Control will be employed.
Impact on Air
Air emissions from new facilities can be divided into two categories:

e Construction emissions
e Transportation emissions

The air quality impacts of the project are described for each category.

Construction emissions.

Temporary increases in exhaust emissions will occur during the construction phase of the
project due to operation of vehicles and equipment. Use of appropriate emission control
devices will be employed on construction equipment and vehicles. In addition,
particulate emissions (dust) will be generated from earthmoving activities and vehicles
traveling on unpaved surfaces during construction. The dust impacts from construction
will be intermittent and mitigated in accordance with measures outlined below:

e Excess dust at site access points will be minimized by watering or a comparable
method. The control of dust by water spraying will reduce emissions by
approximately 50 percent according to the USEPA (USEPA, 1985).

e Low on-site speed limits, vehicle washdown, and washing and/or sweeping of streets
will be employed to minimize trackout.

o Soil storage piles will be covered or temporarily seeded.

Transportation emissions.

In the vicinity of the site, tailpipe emissions from visitor and employee vehicles will
increase during on-site events. However, these emissions are not expected to

significantly impact air quality in the area.
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t on Plant

The proposed action will not affect any threatened or endangered species according to the
United States Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, and the NYSDEC-

New York Natural Heritage Program.

The proposed project area includes approximately 52-acres of active hayfield. As a result
of the proposed project, these 52-acres will be permanently converted to playing field,
pond, paved surface, and building. However, the project site is not located within an
agricultural district created pursuant to Article 25AA of the New York State Agricultural

Law.
Impact on Aesthetic Resources
Visual impacts will be generally limited to vehicles on surrounding roadways and to

adjacent residences. Buildings will be designed to meet local planning and building
requirements. Aesthetic impacts may be mitigated by implementation of the following

measures:

e Utilization of existing tree cover and grade changes to minimize views of the site
from the west.

e Use of additional plantings or berms to further minimize views.
e Incorporation of architectural and landscape design features.

e Adherence to building height restrictions.

Site layouts and designs will be reviewed by the Town prior to approval and construction
of projects as part of the right-to-build process.

Panamerican Consultants, Inc. (Panamerican) performed a Phase I cultural resources
investigation in November 2001 for the proposed project area and recommended that no
further archaeological work need be performed on-site. Panamerican did identify one
prehistoric lithic artifact concentration in the west-central portion of the project area, east
of the proposed pond. However, due to a low artifact density, absence of diagnostic
material, and absence of material from excavated contexts, Panamerican did not
recommend to the NYSOPRHP that the site be listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. As a result, on December 19, 2001 the NYSOPRHP stated that the proposed
project will have no impact upon cultural resources in or eligible for listing on the State
or National Registers of Historic Places.
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act

The proposed Community Center represents the Town’s efforts to improve the quality of
life for Town residents by making recreational and educational facilities available.

cton

286 parking spaces will be provided in the project area for use by visitors and staff. It is
anticipated that the periods of heaviest on-site traffic will occur during evenings and
weekends when athletic events are scheduled. As a result, the site is not expected to
generate significant traffic volumes during weekday AM and PM peak traffic periods on
adjacent roads (i.e., 7-9AM and 4-6PM, respectively). Therefore, extensive mitigation
(i.e., traffic signals, turning lanes) is not expected to be required. However, to facilitate
traffic flow in the vicinity of the project area during construction, traffic management
techniques, designed in accordance with local guidelines and the New York State Manual
of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, will be employed. Mitigation measures will include:

e Work within the highway ROW will be completed to the satisfaction of the Town of
Niagara and the Niagara County Highway Department.

e Construction vehicle parking will be limited to on-site staging and laydown areas.
Parking in non-designated areas will be prohibited.

e Temporary and permanent signage will be installed along Lockport Road and the
proposed site access drive as needed.

e Traffic cones, drums, flares, lights, work zone warning signs, and flag people will be
placed as needed.

Upon completion of construction, the Contractor will be required to remove temporary
traffic control devices and equipment. Permanent signage and equipment will then be

placed.
Impact on Epergy

Construction and operation of the proposed Community Center would require the use of
additional fossil fuels to power vehicles and equipment. Impacts on energy resources
during construction would be short-term. Long-term expenditures of electricity and
natural gas would be required for site operations and the heating and air conditioning of
facilities. National Fuel and Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation have indicated that
they have sufficient capacity to provide natural gas and electricity, respectively, to the
site. Consequently, the proposed project would not significantly adversely impact

existing energy resources.

Energy requirements would be consistent with the New York State energy policy
recommendations established in the New York State Energy Plan (NYS Energy Office
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1995). In addition, design of project components would be in accordance with the State
Energy Conservation Construction Code (NYS Energy Office 1995).

oise d
Noise.

Construction activities may result in temporary elevated noise levels in the vicinity of the
project area. The following BMPs will be employed during the construction phase of the

project to minimize potential impacts:
e Engine powered equipment will be properly muffled and maintained.
e Equipment will be turned off when not in use.

e A construction schedule will be developed to minimize potential noise disturbances
on adjacent properties.

e Construction activities in areas proximal to sensitive receptors will be scheduled to
minimize potential noise impacts.

During on-site events, noise generated on-site during operation of the proposed facilities
is not expected to significantly impact the surrounding area. In order to minimize
impacts, the following operation phase mitigation measures will employed as necessary:

e use of vehicle mufflers;

e controlling hours of operation;

e establishing site setbacks; and

e the use of earthen berms and landscaping.

Odor.

Air-related impacts were previously addressed above. Odor-related impacts will be
managed similarly. Odor mitigation will generally be accomplished through maintenance

of vehicle exhaust systems.

Operation of the Community Center will necessitate additional police patrols and fire
department and ambulatory coverage. However, adequate capacity exists in both the
Town of Niagara police and fire/rescue departments to service the proposed facilities.
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It is anticipated that approximately 100 jobs will be created during construction of the
proposed facilities. Opportunities in road construction, framing, masonry, and utility
installation will be available during construction. During operation, it is expected that 10
permanent positions in maintenance of buildings and grounds and facility operations will

be available.

For Further Information:

Contact Person: Steven Richards
Town Supervisor

Address: Town of Niagara
7105 Lockport Road
Niagara Falls, New York 14305

Telephone Number: (716)-297-2150
A Copy of this Notice has been sent to:

Involved Agencies
Environmental Notice Bulletin (625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-1011)

Attachments:

Town Board Resolution

Parts 1, 2, and 3 of the full Environmental Assessment Form
October 26, 2001 letter from O’Brien & Gere to the NYSDEC
Table of project permits and approvals

Regulatory agency contact list

Nationwide Permit 42



CERIEN & GERE
ENGINEERS, INC.

October 26, 2001

Steven J. Doleski, Regional Permit Administrator
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Environmental Permits
Region 9

270 Michigan Avenue

Buffalo, New York 14203-2999

Re: Town of Niagara Community Center
File: 27021.001 #2
Dear Mr. Doleski:
We are responding to the Department’s correspondence of October 19, 2001 regarding construction of the
proposed Town of Niagara Community Center. Item #3 in the letter references that a protection of

Waters (POW) Permit would be required by the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (NYSDEC) per Atrticle 15, Title 5 of the Environmental Conservation Law (ECL) if either

of the following pairs of conditions were met:
A. The dam height exceeds 6-ft AND the impoundment capacity is at least 3 million gallons; or,
B. The dam height is at least 15-ft AND the impoundment capacity exceeds I million gallons.

As stated in the attached October 23, 2001 letter from Acres International, the proposed dam does not
meet either of the listed conditions. As a result, it is our understanding that a POW permit will not be

required.
Also, please note that O’Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc. (O’Brien & Gere) submitted a September 21. 2001
Pre-Construction Notification to Mr. Art Marks of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE) to

obtain authorization for jurisdictional activities under Nationwide Permit 42. O’Brien & Gere requested
that the USACOE inform you of their decision regarding the 401 Water Quality Certification.

Should you have additional questions regarding this project, please contact Kyle Buelow of O’Brien &
Gere at 315-437-6100. Your attention to this matter is appreciated.

Very truly yours,
O’BRIEN & GERE ENGINEERS, INC.

«Lﬂ {\ B‘*\?““ﬂ

obdert P. Lannon, Jr.,
Seniox Managing Engmeer

Encl.
cc:  Steven C. Richards, Town of Niagara Supervisor

Art Marks. USACOE
Kyle W. Buelow. O’Brien & Gere

7 - : : v . 7 WBUFFALO FSNALTBUFFALO projects\640127021\2_corressDEC-Doleski doc



- October 23, 2001
8 Acres International P13835.01

140 John James Audubon Parkway
f=2 Ambherst. New York 14228-1180

Tel: 716-689-3737
Fax: 716-689-3749
E-mail: amherst@acres.com

Mr. Kyle Buelow

7 O’Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc.
- 5000 Brittonfield Parkway
P.O. Box 4873

Syracuse, NY 13221

Town of Niagara Community Center
Dear Mr. Buelow: Town of Niagara, Niagara County

In response to Item 3 in the NYSDEC letter of October 19, 2001, it should be noted that Acres
design for the proposed dam impoundment does not meet either of the referenced conditions and,
therefore, a Protection of Waters (POW) Permit should not be required. L

The proposed design consists of a dam with a maximum height above existing grade of

‘approximately 5.5 ft along the existing creek channel and an impoundment capucity of
% - approximately 2,852,000 gallons at normal pond elevation of 606. The intent of the dam design
was to keep the embankment structure less than 6 ft in height.

If there should be any further questions regarding the proposed pond design, please contact me.

Sincerely,

I b /L/W/Z

Thomas W. Gwozdek, P.E.
KFL/slb Division Manager

cc: Mr. R. Lannon (OB&G)
Mr. C. Richards (Town)
Mr. J. Rathmann (Kideney)

ENGINEERING A BETTER WwWORLDND BEBER

Acres Internationai Cuorporation



Federal, State, and Local Permits

The following table includes the permits and approvals that will be required prior to project

implementation.
Permit Activity Agency
Eederal
1. Nationwide Permit 42 Placement of dredged or fill material in USACOE
waters of the US (including wetlands) for
construction of recreationat facilities
State
2. State Pollutant Discharge Storm water discharges from construction NYSDEC
Elimination System (GP-93- phase activities that exceed 5 acres.
086)
Activities affecting historic, architectural, NYSOPRHP

3. Federal & State
Preservation Laws (36 CFR
Part 800) (9 NYCRR Part 428)

Local

4. State Environmental Quality
Review

5. Highway Permit
6. Highway Permit

7. Water Improvements

8. Sewer Improvements

archaeological, or cultural resources.

Environmental Review
Work within County Highway ROWs
Work within Town Road ROWs

Tie-in to public water supply.

Tie-in to public sanitary sewer.

Town of Niagara (Lead Agency)
NCDOT

Town of Niagara Highway Department

NYSDOH, NCDOH, and Town of Niagara
Water Department

Town of Niagara, Niagara County Sewer
District, NYSDEC, NCDOH

Acronyms:

CFR = Code of Federal Regulations

GP = General Permit

NCDOH = Niagara County Department of Health
NCDOT = Niagara County Department of Transportation

NYCRR = New York Code of Rules and Regulations

NYSDEC = New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

NYSDOH = New York State Department of Health

NYSOPRHP = New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation
ROW = Right-of-way

USACOE = United States Army Corps of Engineers

Source: O'Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc.

C:\WINDOWS\TEMP\japtable.doc



Federal Agencies
Art Marks, Section Chief, Regulatory Branch
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

1776 Niagara Street
Buffalo, New York 14207

State Agencies

- Joanne Wilmott, Community Representative
New York Power Authority
Niagara Power Project

5777 Lewiston Road
Lewiston, New York 14092-2199

" Erin M. Crotty, Commissioner

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
625 Broadway
Albany, New York 12233-1011

Environmental Notice Bulletin
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

625 Broadway
Albany, New York 12233-1011

i Gerald F. Mikol, Regional Director
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Region 9 Office
270 Michigan Avenue
Buffalo, New York 14203-2999

Steven Doleski, Permit Administrator
: New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Region 9 Office
o 270 Michigan Avenue

Buffalo, New York 14203-2999

Ruth L. Pierpont, Director

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation
Field Services Bureau

P.O. Box 189, Peebles Island

Waterford, New York 12188-0189

O'Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc.

Town of Niagara
September 2001

CA\WINDOWS\TEMP\Involvedagency.doc 1



ey

Jack Dunn, P.E., Chief, Design Section
Bureau of Public Water Supply Protection
New York State Department of Health

2 University Place Room 406

Albany, New York 12203-3399

County Agencies
Shirley A. Sampson, Public Health Director
Niagara County Health Department

5467 Upper Mountain Road

Suite 100
Lockport, New York 14094-1894

Carl Allen, Deputy Commissioner
Niagara County Highway Department
225 South Niagara Street

Lockport, New York 14094

O'Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc.
September 2001

Town of Niagara



TOWN OF NIAGARA

COUNTY OF NIAGARA, STATE OF NEW YORK
NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y.

7105 LOCKPORT ROAD
NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 14305

STATE OF New York
COUNTY OF Niagara
TOWN OF Niagara

PHONE: 297-2150
FAX: 297-9262

OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK
Sylvia Virtuoso
CERTIFICATION

I, Sylvia Virtuoso, Town Clerk of the Town of Niagara, County of Niagara, New
York, DO HEREBY CERTIFY, that I have compared the foregoing with the
original resolution adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Niagara at a
meeting of said Board held on the 15th day of January 2002, and that the
foregoing is a true and correct transcript of said original resolution

Resolution to issue a negative Declaration in accordance with SEQRA for the
Niagara Town Park Development

and of the whole thereof, and that said original resolution is on file in my office.
I DO FURTHER CERTIFY that each of the members of said Town Board had
due notice of said meeting, and that Councilmen Marc Carpenter,
Wallace Blake, Michael Ross and
Supervisor, Steven C. Richards were present at such
meeting.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the Town

of Niagara, this 31% day of January 20Q2.

ylvia Virtuoso, Town Clerk




} TOWN OF NIAGARA

COUNTY OF NIAGARA, STATE OF NEW YORK
NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y.

PHONE: 297-2150
FAX: 207-9262

7108 LOCKPORT ROAD
NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 14305

OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK
Sylvia Virtuoso

Resolution to issue a Negative Declaration in accordance with SEQRA for
the Niagara Town Park Development

WHEREAS, the Town of Niagara has prepared a Master Plan for a proposed
Community Center to preserve valuable green space in the Town while
providing residents with an educational/recreational resource; and
WHEREAS, the project site consists of 126 acres north of Lockport Rd. in the
Town of Niagara, Niagara County, New York: and
WHEREAS, in accordance with the New York State Environmental Quality
Review Act (SEQRA), the Town of Niagara initiated environmental review of the
Site Plan for the proposed Community Center; and
WHEREAS, the Town caused to be prepared a Full Environmental Assessment
Form (EAF) that describes the project, potential impacts, and mitigation
measures to reduce impacts, and,
WHEREAS, based on the information provided in the EAF, the project will not
result in significant impacts to the environment,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board accept a Notice of
Determination of Non-Significance (“Negative Declaration”) and file such notice
as provided by SEQRA.



CONSENT FORM

TOWN OF NIAGARA
COMMUNITY CENTER

This notice is directed to you in accordance with State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA)
procedures. Please complete and submit the attached form to Mr. Steven Richards, Town of Niagara
Supervisor within thirty (30) days of the date of this notice. Additional sheets may be used if necessary.
Part 1 of a Full Environmental Assessment Form (EAF — Part 1) and related attachments are enclosed for

your review,

Your agency's potential jurisdiction in the proposed action.

[un—y

2. Your agency's concurrence that the Town of Niagara assume the responsibility of lead agency.

0O Yes O No

If no, reasons supporting your response.

3. Issues of concemn that your agency believes should be addressed.

Name of Involved Agency

Name & Title of Responsible Official

Signature of Responsible of Official

Date

Town of Niagara 3 September 14, 2001

IADIVE3\PROJECTS\6403\2702 I\leadagencyform.doc



