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Project Narrative 

 
 
The City of Niagara Falls proposes to landscape, install lighting and renovate a comfort station 
located on the upper Niagara River at the terminus of the Niagara Riverview hiking/biking trail.  
In 1994, the City was granted a permit to “use and occupy” a parcel of land bordering a City –
owned parcel located at 6611 Buffalo Avenue commonly known as the former “Century Club” 
property.  The permit allowed the City to erect a comfort station as part of the trail project.  
However, due to insufficient funding the project was never completed.  Light standards were 
installed but no electrical service was ever added, presenting a potential safety issue in the 
evening hours.  The building itself has been empty since its erection.  Since water/sewer lines 
were never connected to the building, no restroom accommodations were ever added to the 
building.    Over time the building fell victim to vandalism and was welded shut.  It now stands 
in a state of disrepair – broken windows and graffiti are all that is offered to residents and visitors 
wishing to enjoy the waterfront.  The “Century Club” property, on the eastern side of the site is 
the last remaining undeveloped property on the upper Niagara River. That area is often used by 
fishermen, boaters, hikers, bicyclists and by residents just wishing to sit and enjoy the view of 
the River.   Visible from the north Grand Island Bridge, in its present state, the area projects a 
negative image to travelers and offers no incentive to exit the Thruway into the LaSalle portion 
of Niagara Falls.  It is the City’s intent to complete these renovations before the beginning of the 
summer in order to offer residents and visitors a pleasant area in which to enjoy the waterfront. 
 
The City of Niagara Falls respectfully seeks funding for this valuable project as a means to 
further the goals of the Niagara River Greenway Commission.  The anticipated amount needed to 
complete the project is $76,475.  Approximately $20,000 will be provided by the City of Niagara 
Falls through in-kind services. 
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Niagara River Greenway Vision Statement: 

 
 
The Niagara River Greenway is a world-class corridor of places, parks and landscapes that 
celebrates and interprets our unique natural, cultural, recreational, scenic and heritage 
resources and provides access to and connections between these important resources while 
giving rise to economic opportunities for the region. 
 
The renovation of the riverview bike path comfort station and its surroundings will promote the 
usage of the City’s riverview trail and offer a cleaner, safer, more environmentally sound and 
aesthetically-pleasing environment for residents and visitors who utilize the area for hiking, 
biking, fishing and other passive recreation.  Since this area is visible to travelers on the North 
Grand Island Bridge, the renovation will project a better image of the City and provide an 
incentive for visitors to exit the Thruway and patronize the businesses in the LaSalle section of 
the City.   
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Niagara River Greenway Commission Goals,  

Principles and Criteria 
 

Excellence 
 
The landscaping improvements will ensure that the natural beauty of the waterfront is restored 
and preserved.  The building renovations and the installation of proper lighting will help to 
guarantee that the aesthetic and recreational benefits of the riverview trail are also preserved. 

 
Improve Access/Accessibility/Public Well-Being 

 
In accordance with Greenway principles, the riverview trail was designed to provide and 
increase physical and visual access to and from the waterfront and related resources for a full 
range of users (youth, seniors, persons with disabilities).  These improvements will promote 
usage of the trail and surrounding area thereby encouraging visual access to the Niagara River.  
The addition of proper lighting, renovation of the comfort station and improvement of the 
landscape will remove the intimidation currently associated with the area and provide a safe, 
healthy and attractive space in which to enjoy the beauty of the River. The addition of handicap 
accessible facilities will ensure that all visitors are equally accommodated. 
 

Make Connections/Connectivity 
 
This project will increase connectivity and access by installing proper lighting, restroom 
accommodations and improved landscaping at the eastern end of the existing riverview bike and 
pedestrian trail.  Overall, these improvements will provide a stimulus for residents and visitors to 
enjoy the Upper Niagara River and contribute to the vision of re-connecting the city to the 
waterfront through the use of a trail system as outline in the City’s “Greenway Vision and 
Project Proposals” and “Achieving Niagara Falls’ Future”. 
 

 
Protect and Restore Environmental 

Systems/Authenticity/Restoration/Olmstead’s Legacy/Ecological Integrity 
 
The removal of dead foliage and the addition of new landscaping will enhance the natural 
landscape, restore the environmental system and improve the wildlife habitat.  Revitalization of 
the landscaping will promote Olmstead’s desire to preserve areas of natural beauty within urban 
settings, thereby restoring the ecological resources of the area and ensuring that the health, 
vitality and integrity of natural resources and wildlife habitats are preserved.   
   

Promote Long-Term Sustainability 
 
Seneca Niagara Casino revenues have been instrumental in alleviating some of the City’s 
economic burden and allowing for sufficient funding for the maintenance of the City facilities.   
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Sufficient funding will be provided to properly maintain the comfort station as well as the 
surrounding area.   
 

Community Based   
 
As noted above the riverview trail is one component of the City’s Niagara River Greenway 
Vision and Project Proposals and Achieving Niagara Falls’ Future: An assessment of Niagara 
Falls’ waterfront planning. The trail is also cited in the City’s Strategic Master Plan. 
Renovations to the comfort station and the surrounding area have been promoted by 
Congresswoman Louise Slaughter, the Niagara Falls City Council, LaSalle PRIDE, the Niagara 
Falls Block Club Council, the Niagara Falls Tourism Advisory Board and the Niagara 
Beautification Commission.  
 
 
Consistency with Principles:  As evidenced above, this project is in accordance with the Niagara 
River Greenway principles of Excellence, Sustainability, Accessibility, Ecological Integrity, 
Public Well-Being, Connectivity, Restoration, Authenticity and Community Based. 
 
Priority Status:   The completion of this project will offer improved access to waterfront 
resources …for recreational, scenic and aesthetic uses” through the installation of proper 
lighting, restroom facilities, trail connections and the improvement of the landscape.  Restoration 
of the Niagara River ecosystem will be realized through the removal and replanting of vegetation 
thereby creating an attractive, healthy and appealing corridor. 
 
Focus Area:  The location of the comfort station falls within the core area of the Greenway 
boundaries.  Improvements to the site will demonstrate visible results of the Greenway mission 
and contribute to the overall success of the Plan. 
 
Implementable, Economic Viability and Local Sponsor:  City administration has pledged to 
complete the necessary tasks to make the site amenable by the beginning of the summer season.    
The City Council has shown commitment to the project as evidenced through the accompanying 
letter of support.  By presenting a more attractive vision to travelers crossing the north Grand 
Island Bridge, tourists will be encouraged to exit the NYS Thruway into the LaSalle portion of 
the City and patronize local establishments.  As the local sponsor, upon completion of the 
project, the City will consistently budget the necessary funding to maintain the integrity of the 
site. 
 
Consideration of Other Planning Efforts:  This project is part of two priorities cited in the 
“Upper River Recommended Project” in the City of Niagara Falls’ Niagara River Greenway 
Vision and Project Proposals - #20 Bike and pedestrian trail system and #23 Preserve Century 
Club trailhead.  In conjunction with this project, the City Council has appropriated $50,000 from 
the capital budget for planning the revitalization of the former “Century Club” property.  The 
City has also submitted a New York State Environmental Protection grant application for the 
installation of a canoe launch at this site to serve as the western end of a newly established 
blueway trail. 
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Clear Benefits:  The improvements planned for the site will improve the aesthetic beauty of the 
surrounding area leading to better environmental conditions, a better view of the area to travelers 
crossing the north Grand Island Bridge, increased waterfront access, improved facilities for 
residents and visitors and increased incentive for patrons of the hiking/biking trail. 
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Budget 

 
The general budget for the project by category is: 

 
  Planning    $ __  10,000.00*_______ 
 
  Construction    $ _    56,475.00________ 
 
  Acquisition    $ ___________________ 
 
  Administration    $ __  10,000.00*_______ 
 
  Operation and Maintenance/Year $ ___________________ 
 
  TOTAL PROJECT COST  $ _   76,475.00________ 

 
 

Not shown on the budget are the amounts that will be required for the annual maintenance of the 
area by the City.  These figures are dependent upon union contracts and the ever-changing costs 
of goods and services.  The City will routinely fund the regular maintenance of the comfort 
station and surrounding area.   
 
*  In kind costs 
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Budget Detail 
 

Riverview Trail Comfort Station 
Rehabilitation Scope and Preliminary Estimate 

 
 EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENTS     $   4,500.00 
 a.   Surface Preparation: Cleaning/Blasting 
 b.   Painting 
 c.   Soffit and Siding Repair 
 d.   Window Replacement 
 
 INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENTS    $   3,500.00 
 a.   Floor Covering 
 b.   General Painting 
 
 PLUMBING/FIXTURES      $ 17,250.00 
 a.   Sinks (4 total) 
 b.   Urinals (2 total) 
 c.   Toilets (4 total - 2 HCA) 
 d.   Fountain (1) 
 e.   Utility Sink (1) 
 f.    Partitions (as nec.) 
 g.   Accessories - mirrors, dispensers, etc. 
 
 INTERIOR VENTILATION     $   1,000.00 
 
 WATER SERVICE      $   3,500.00 
 a.   Piping (w/surface restoration) 
 b.   Meter/RPZ Assembly 
 
 SEWER SERVICE      $   6,000.00 
 a.   Sewer lateral installation (w/surface restoration) 
 
 ELECTRICAL SERVICE     $ 17,000.00 
 a.   General Wiring/Fixtures 
 b.   Meter/Panel Assembly 
 c.   Lighting 
 i   Interior 
 ii  Exterior – building 
 iii  Exterior – pathway  
 
 MISCELLANEOUS/OPTIONAL (AS LISTED) 
 a.   Concrete Walks/Pads………………………………………………. $   1,500.00 
 b.   Landscaping ……………………………………..........................   $  10,000.00  
 c.   Phone Service ………………...……………………………………. $   2,250.00 
 
 SUBTOTAL ……………………………………………………………... $  66,500.00 
 
 Design, Inspection, Administration (In-kind services)                 $  20,000.00 
 
 CONTINGENCIES  (15% OF SUBTOTAL) …………………………. $   9,975.00 
 
 TOTAL PRELIMINARY ESTIMATE ………………………………….. $ 76,475.00 
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Community Support 

 
The restoration of the comfort station and the surrounding area has been endorsed by  

Congresswoman Louise M. Slaughter, the Niagara Falls City Council, the Niagara Falls Tourism 
Advisory Board, LaSalle PRIDE, Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper, the Niagara Beautification 
Commission, and the Niagara Falls Block Club Council.  (See letters of support.) 
 
 

Environmental Setting/SEQR Compliance 
 

 The area to be addressed offers no lighting, very little landscaping and no sewer, water or 
electrical facilities. The project will involve minimal disturbance to the environmental setting.  
However, the City of Niagara Falls Department of Planning and Environmental Services will 
work with all other public agencies to secure all necessary permits and approvals (i.e. 
NYSDEC). 
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APPENDICES 
 
Pictures: 
 

1. Riverview Trail Design 
2. Patron Enjoying Scenery from Riverview Trail 
3. View of Comfort Station from Riverview Trail 
4. Broken Window – North Side of Comfort Station 
5. Front of Comfort Station 
6. Riverview Trail Leading from Comfort Station 
7. Interior of Comfort Station 

 
Documents: 
 

1. Excerpt from “Use and Occupancy Permit” 
2. Excerpt from “Greenway Vision and Project Proposals” 
3. Letters of Support 
4. Council Resolution 
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Riverview Trail 
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Patron Enjoying Scenery from Riverview Trail 
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Comfort Station from Riverview Trail 
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Broken Window – North Side of Comfort Station 
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Front of Comfort Station 
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Riverview Trail Leading From Comfort Station 
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Interior of Comfort Station 
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Excerpt from “Use and Occupancy Permit” 
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Excerpt from “Greenway Vision and Project Proposals” 
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March 3, 2008
Robert Kresse, Chairman 
Niagara River Greenway Commission 
Beaver Island State Park 
2136 West Oakfield Road 
Grand Island, New York 14072 
 
Dear Mr. Kresse, 
 
Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper would like to express our support for the 
City of Niagara Falls in their plan to restore public access facilities at the
former Century Club property on Buffalo Avenue.  Fronting on the
Niagara River, this site provides a key recreational river access site for
the people of Niagara Falls and is also forms the trailhead to the
Riverview hiking and biking trail along the upper Niagara.  However, the
site is currently in a state of disrepair. 
 
The City is seeking to upgrade this important site by providing a
renovated comfort station, including installation of water and sewer lines, 
repair of the building, installation of restroom facilities, graffiti removal
and external painting.  Outdoor lighting and new landscaping will
complete the project.   
 
Riverkeeper believes that this work will provide a long-term benefit for 
Niagara Falls residents, providing a safe and attractive riverfront park
and trailhead for recreational use.  On behalf of the City, we request the
approval of the Commission in funding the renovation of the former
Century Club site.   
 
Thank you for your consideration of this important public waterfront
access project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Julie Barrett O’Neill 
Executive Director 
Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper 
 
 

2008 Board of Directors 

Anthony Armstrong 

Richard Butz 

Max Coykendall 

Thomas DeSantis 

Timothy Fulton 

Richard Roach 

Lynda Schneekloth 

Greg Stevens 

Jim Tomkins 

Megan Toohey 

Anne Wadsworth 

 

Board Emeritus 

Barry Boyer 

Paul Dyster 

Michael Hamilton 

 

Executive Director and Riverkeeper 
 

Julie Barrett O’Neill 
 
 

2008 Support from 
 

 RIVERKEEPER Members 

and Donors 

U.S. EPA Great 
Lakes National 
Program Office 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Foundation 

N.Y.S. Council 
on the Arts 

N.Y.S. Department of Environmental 
Conservation 

NYS Department of State Coastal 
Management Program 

New York Power Authority Relicensing Fund 

John R. Oishei Foundation 

Margaret L. Wendt Foundation 

Peter L. Cornell Foundation 

M&T Charitable Foundation 

 

1250 Niagara Street | Buffalo, NY 14213 | tel: 716.852.RIVER | fax: 716.885.0765 | e-mail: info@BNRiverkeeper.org
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Niagara Beautification Commission 

P. O. Box 1945 
Niagara Falls, New York 14302-1945 

(716) 285-5030 
Niagara.beautification@verizon.net 

        March 11, 2008 
 
Niagara River Greenway Commission 
Robert Kresse, Chair 
2136 West Oakfield 
Grand Island, New York 14072 
 
Dear Mr. Kresse: 
 
On behalf of the Niagara Beautification Commission (NBC), I strongly support the grant 
proposal by the City of Niagara Falls for the renovation of the comfort station next to the 
Century Club property in the LaSalle section of the City of Niagara Falls. 
 
This location is one of only a few sites owned by the City along the waterfront.  Currently 
residents and trailblazers seek its quietude and natural splendor as they walk, bike, fish or jog 
along the trailhead as it winds its way along the beautiful Niagara River to downtown Niagara 
Falls. Making the existing comfort station operable makes perfect sense for the area and is 
consistent with Greenway goals and objectives.  
 
The NBC recommends appropriate natural landscaping, using perennial shrubs and other plant 
material surrounding the building to beautify the area and protect the building from being 
defaced.  The NBC would be happy to supply a landscape design or recommend plants for the 
site.  NBC understands the City plans to include exterior and interior repairs to the building, 
lighting inside and out, connecting water and sewer lines, and landscaping.  
 
With a functioning comfort station and other improvements in the area, this greenspace will see a 
dramatic increase in the quality of life of the residents of LaSalle, international and national eco-
tourists from around the world, and from the Niagara region. 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
Marjorie E. Gillies, Chair 
The Niagara Beautification Commission 
P.O. Box 1945 
Niagara Falls, NY 14302-1945 
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Council Resolution 


