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March 02, 2009

Friends of Tifft Nature Preserve, Inc.
P.O. Box 51
Buffalo, NY 1420056

Mark Mortenson

Buffalo Museumn of Science
1020 Humbeldt Parkway
Buffalo, NY 14211-1208

To Whom It May Concern:

The missicn of Friends cf Tifft Nature Preserve is
“to promote and enhance environmental and
historical educational programs, to support the
[Buffalo Museum of Science]| staff with volunteer
assistance and teo provide necessary funding.”

Assistance from the Niagara River Greenway i1s a
perfect opportunity to fulfill our mission. The
Friends of Tifft Nature Preserve commits the
following resources to the Tree Regeneration
Project at Tifft Nature Preserve detailed in the
grant application submitted by the Buffalo
Museum of Science:

« 7,500 cash contribution over three years
($2,500/year) for the purchase of
supplies and materials, payment of
contractors, or other expenses required
for successful completion of the project

. Volunteer support for tree planting,
monitoring seedling survival, and
providing cducational programming

Friends of Tifft Nature Preserve is proud to
support the work at Tifft Nature Preserve and a
Niagara River Greenway grant will help preserve,
protect, and enhance this special place.
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erb Darling (President)
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March [ 1. 2009

To Whom 1t May Concer:

The Buffalo Muscum of Science is in the process of submitting a proposal for funding for a Tree
Regeneration Project at Tifft Nature Preserve to the Niagara River Greenway € ommission as part of the
first phasc of their Tifft Nature Preserve Management Plan. [ am writing you today to inform you that,
as representative on the City of Buffalo Common Council for the District 1n which Tuft Nature Prescive

is located. T am wholeheartedly in support of this worthwhile project.

The Buftalo Museum of Seicnce. which has operated Tift Nature Preserve sinee 1982, is requesting
$300.000 over three years to be used to improve tree regencration on the preserve for a vasiety of
positive benefits including: {1) enhancing important habitat tor wildlife, {2) maintaining a natural and
outdoor setting for environmental cducation. (3) providing an acsthetically pleasing location for nature
walks and bird watching, and (4) increasing knowledge and. under:,tcmdml_ of urban  wildhife

management and invasive species control methods.

For the following reasons, | strongly support the Buffalo Museum ol Science’s proposal for a Tree
Regencration Project at Tifft Nature Proserve and respectfully request that the Niagara River Greenway
Commission provide for their $300,000 funding request:

o Tifft Nature Preserve provides an important wildlife habitat and has been designated as an

“Important Bird Area” by Audubon. Over 260 specics of birds have been obscrved there,

including 77 species identified by the New York State’s Comprehensive Wildlife
Censervation Strategy as “Species of Greatest Conservation Need.™

e the Buffalo Museum of Science has fulfilled the mission of providing environmental
education for all ages at Tiffl Nature Preserve for over 25 years. At Tifit Nature Preserve.
students and public have the unique ability to learn about a variety of habitats “and the

species.

e Tifft Nature Prescrve is located only three miles [rom downtown Buffalo and prowvides a
close natural recreational opportunity for the 660,000 residents in the greater Butfalo area as
well as bird watchers from across the region and beyond.

“For the People”



There are multiple rescarch components included in this project including deer poptiiation
monitoring, determining the impacts of deer browsing on tree seedling survival, and
evaluating the elfcctiveness of invasive species contral methods.

Trees currently grow on much of the preserve, but the long-term presence of forest habitat 15
not certain, The Buililo Museurn: of Scicnee proposes 1o improve tree regencration using a
variety of techniques including (1) planting of tree seedlings and small trees, (2} protecting
individual trees from deer browsing. (3} constructing deer “exclosers™ to protect trees, (4)
relocating onsite wetland spoils to enhance soils and growing conditions, (3) monitoring deer
populations and the impact of deer browsing. and (6} controlling invasive plant species and

evaluating control methods.

The Buftalo Muscum of Science will also develop and conduct educational programming at
Tifft Nature Preserve for students and the public highlighting this projeet. Students will learn
tirst-hand about environmental issues and scientitic rescarch by collecting actual data on tree
scedling survival, invasive speetes control methods, and deer populations and browsing on

vegetation.

Thank you in advance tor your consideration of this proposal.

Sincerely,

Az_f';‘wxf“b&' % M

Michael P,

Kearns

South District Council Member
(Common Council President Pro Temopre



BUFFALO OBNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

BUFFALD MUSEUM OF SCIENCE
HUMBOLDT PARK

BUFFALO, NEW YORK - 14211

n

March 2. 2009

Mark Mortenson. President
Builalo Museum of Science
1020 Humboldt Parkway
Buttalo. NY 14211-120%

Re: Support for the Tree Regeneration at it Nature Preserve grant application
Dear Mr. Mortenson:

This is a letter of support on bekalt of the Bultalo Ornithological Society for the Tree
Regeneration at Tifft Nature Preserve grant application to the Niagara River Greemway
Commission submitted by the Buffale Museum of Science

The Buttale Ornithological Society. Ine (BOS) was established in 1929 o promote the
studv of the birds of the Niagara Frontier Region of western New York and Canada, The
BOS has documented the rich diversity of hirds in the region for over 75 yvears and the
current total stands at aver 380 species recorded. We are fortunate that our region
includes two places designated by Audubon as Impaortant Bird Arcas, the Niagara River
Corridor and T3t Nature Preserve. Along with Audubon, the BOS recognizes the
importance of Tiffi Nature Preserve as habitat for a wide variety of birds.

The ‘I 'ree Regeneration at Tiffi Nature Preserve project would enhance the habitat on the
preserve for birds, especially migrating songbirds. Tittt Nature Preserve is an important
stop-over spal afong the flvway of many migrating songbirds that are finneled between
the two Great Lakes into the Niagara River Corridor. Preserving these resting and
feeding spots along their migratory paths is imperative lo maintainimg populations of
these birds Tn 2000, the BOS assisted in updating and printing a checklist for birds at
Tiftt Nature Preserve which included 264 bird species. Funding of the ‘I'ree Regeneration
at Tittt Nature Preserve project will help ensure habitat remains for this wide variety of

birds
Sincerely,

P A

Thomas O Donnell. President

100% RECLAIMED PAPER
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March 2. 2000

Mark Mortenson

Buflalo Muscum of Scicnce
1020 1lumboldt Parkway
Bultalo, NY 14211-1208

Re: Support for the Tree Regeneration at Trlft Nature Preserve grant application

To Whom It May Concern:

This is a fetter of support on behat! of Re<Tree WNY for the Tree Regeneration at Tith
Nature Preserve grant application 1o the Niagara River Greenway Commission submitted
by the Bulfalo Muscum of Science.

Re-Tree WNY was established by a group of Western New York residents who decided
(L take action to re-torest evers public arca that was alfected by the October 2006
snowstomt. Cur mission is the same as our name. Re-Tree WNY. We are working
towards a poal of replacing approximately 30000 trees in Western New York and
maintaining a tree canopy along streets and in public parks.

Tt Nature Preserve currently provides approximately 100 acres of tree canopy tor
public enjovment and wildhte habitat within the city Iimits ol Bulfalo. The Tree
Regeneration at THI Nature 'reserve project would maintain and enhance this imporiant
living resource, The project would mitigate the challenges to natural regeneration on the
<ite. enhance the quality of the woodland by increasing the diversity of trees. and senve a
demonstration sile o education the public about the importance of trees in urban

COVITOIMCTHEs.

Re-Tree WNY supports the Tree Regencration at Tl Nature Preserye project as un
cffort to maintain and cnhance a farge block ot tree canopy in Weslern New York,

Smcerels.
1 e -

Faul 1Y, Maurer
Chatrman, Re-Tree WNY



	Tifft Nature Preserve (03/02/2009)

	The Buffalo Common Council (03/11/2009)

	Buffalo Ornithological Society (03/02/2009)

	Re-Tree WNY (03/02/2009)

