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CHAPTER 2 - EXISTING CONDITIONS

2.1 Project Location

The South Park Lake Project lies within South Park, a City of Buffalo multi-use public
park located within the southernmost sector of the city of Buffalo, Erie County, New
York. The project is located in the Cazenovia Creek — Buffalo Creek watershed which
flows directly into Lake Erie. South Park Lake itself is located 1.5 miles east of Lake
Erie. The northwest side of the site is adjacent to rail yards and industrial uses. The
southeast side of the site borders commercial and residential areas. The location of South
Park Lake and the surrounding area is shown in Figure 2.

Figure 2: South Park Lake Project Location Map
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CHAPTER 3 - Plan Formulation
3.1 Introduction

This study and report was prepared consistent with guidance provided in USACE
Regulation ER 1105-2-100, the Planning Guidance Notebook (USACE, 2000). In
brief, the guidance requires a six step planning process as outlined below:

Step 1 — Identifying problems and opportunities
Step 2 — Inventorying and forecasting conditions
Step 3 — Formulating alternative plans

Step 4 — Evaluating alternative plans






























Scientific Name (Spp) U.S. Nativity | T&E Status
Saxifraga pensylvanica eastern sw | forb/hert native
Saxifraga virginiensis early sax forb/herb native
Chrysosplenium americanum ' forb/herb native
Tiarella cordifolia forb/herb native
Mitella diphyila forb/herb native
Mitella nuda forb/herb native
Pamassia glauca forb/herb native Exploitably
Vulnerable (NY)
[2: Caprifolicaceae Family Species
Scientific Name (Spp) | Name Growth U.S. Nativity T&E
_ habit Status
Diervilla lonicera northern bush shrub native
honeysuckle
Lonicera canadensis American fly shrub native
honeysuckle
Lonicera dioica limber honeysuckle vine native
Symphoricarpos albus | common snowberry subshrub native
Symphoricarpos coralberry shrub native
orbiculatus
Sambucus nigra European black tree/shrub native and introduced
elderberry
Sambucus racemosa red elderberry tree/shrub native
Triosteum aurantiacum | orangefruit horse- forb/herb native
gentian
Triosteum verfoliatum | feverwort forb/herb native




Table 13: Hamamelidae Family Species

Scientific Name (Spp) | Common Name Growth habit | U.S. Nativity T&E Status
Liguidambar sweetgum tree native
styraciflua
Hamamelis virginiana | American witchhazel | tree/shrub native
Table 14: Oleaceae Family
Common Name Growth habit " U.S. Nativi T&E Status

Scientific Name (Spp)

Syringa vulgaris

common lilac

shrub

Introduced

Forsythia viridissima

greenstem forsythia

shrub

Fraxinus americana

white ash

tree

native










Figure 7: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetlands Inventory

The NYSDEC Freshwater Wetlands map (Figure 8) shows South Park and the project
located within NYSDEC Freshwater Wetland BU-1 (58 acres). Based on NYSDEC
Freshwater Wetland Mapping and Classification Regulations, BU-1 is a designated a
“Class I” NYSDEC Freshwater Wetland based upon the presence of 4 or more Class Il
characteristics which are as follows:
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NYSDEC Regula shw Wetlands

Figure 8: NYSDEC Regulated Freshwater Wetlands

The aquatic and wetland ecosystems within the project area function together as a system
in the landscape with other uplands and wetlands resources. They provide vital habitat
and natural resource functions and values in an otherwise urban landscape. Some of
these functions and values include, but are not limited to fish habitat,
sediment/toxicant/pathogen retention, nutrient removal/retention/transformation, wildlife
habitat, and recreation. The affects of natural and cultural eutrophication combined with
the introduction and proliferation of aggressive aquatic macrophytes, and the structural
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2.11 Macroinvertebrates

Macroinvertebrate community data for South Park Lake and adjacent habitats is
unavailable but assumed to be consistent with similar habitats in the region. It is
understood that benthic macroinvertebrates are a very important component of any
aquatic ecosystem and good indicators of ecosystem health. Community composition 1s
influenced by many factors including substrate, depth, water temperature, currents and
wave action, presence and density of aquatic vegetation, and environmental
contaminants. Different species of benthic macroinvertebrates have varying tolerances of
environmental stress, such as low levels of dissolved oxygen ordiigh concentrations of
toxic substances. It is likely that, if sampled, the diversity andfumber of taxa present in
the project area would be reflective of the known degraded - quality conditions.




2.12 Herpatofauna

nearshore littoral areas. Typical reptlles and amphibidns include green frog (Rana
) bullfrog (Rana catesbeiana),
northern water snake (Nerodia s. sipedo A
spotted newt (Notophthalmus v. viridescens
likely to be found in South Parkdeake.

3 lists commonly observed species

atofauna Species

Scientific Name

Rana catesbeiana

Common Name |
Bullfrog

Spotted Salamander Ambystoma maculatum

Wood Frog Rana sylvatica







hose species capable of adapting to or tolerating human
disturbance. This wo lude mammals such as racoon (Procyon lotor), gray squirrel
(Sciurus carolinensis), white-tailed deer (Odocoileous virginianus), Eastern cottontail
(Sylvilagus floridanus), and muskrat (Odantra zibethicus). Also, given their proclivity to
dam the connecting channel between the two northwest ponds, it is important to note the
presence of American beaver (Castor canadensis) at South Park Lake. During a wildlife
survey completed by the NYSDEC in 1992, 13 mammalian species were observed within
the lower Buffalo River corridor (Roblee 1992). Species found are included in Table 7
and consist of primarily common species expected to inhabit South Park and nearby
resources in the vicinity and native to the region and endemic to the prevailing ecology.

Mammals found 1
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Tanuary 22, 20106

Stephanic Crockatt

BufTalo Glmsted Parks Conservancy
24 Parkside Ave,

BulTalo, NY 14214

PJear Ms. Ciockait:

The Miagara River Greenway Commission bs pleased to suppor! your projects, The Seuth Pack 1.ake
Aguatic Ecosysteim Restoration and the Scajaguada Teail Phase 5 Rumsty Woods Project.

The projocts were deemed consistent to the Niagara River Greeinway Plan as determined by the
Niggara River Greenwvay Coimmission on January 19, 2016, The subjective evaluations were heen
based on the principals, poals and criteria that deline the Niagara River Greenway Plan,

The Commissien is pleased 1o support your projeet proposals and wishes you great success.

Respectfully,

Cuyibg

{reg Stevens
Chairman, Nizgara River Cheenway

Ce: Alian Bozer, Eric County Standing Commitice
Lou Paonessa, NYPA




| DRAFT |

DETAILED PROJECT REPORT AND
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

South Park Lake

City of Buffalo, Erie County, New York

A
?\
Q

Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration

Section 206 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1996,
as amended

September 2013
P2# 113222


h5peecmf
Draft


CHAPTER 1 - Table of Contents

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ..ottt ettt s s be st bt e st be b se bt e e ate b enenbe s ane iv
CHAPTER 1 - INTRODUCTION ..ottt sttt sttt bt s 1
I R 1 (110 )Y AU 210 ] 2R RSP SSSR 1
1.2 PUIPOSE QN0 SCOPE.....eeviiiitiitieteeieiestestestesteeteese et e te st e s bestesteeseesee e e st e sbesaeateeseeseeseestestestestaeneanseseens 1
I T o= | 3 a0 I @ o T (Y= SRS 1
1.4 Background and SPONSOISNIP .....cveeeierieriisesie st eee e et e et et srestesneenaeneeseneeseens 2
15 Pertinent Reports, Studies, and PrOJECES ........cccviiiiiieieieie ettt 5
CHAPTER 2 - EXISTING CONDITIONS ......coiiiiiiiiin ettt 6
2.1 PrOJECE LOCALION. ...c.iitiiiitiitiieti sttt sttt et b et b e bbbt b ettt eb e e et e nb e et e abenrere s 6
2.2 Land USE @n0 COVEE TYPES. ...ueiuieuieieiiteriestiateaieesieseestestestesiesseaseessesbesbesbesbesseesesssenbesbesbessesneeneeseensas 7
R T O 1114 OSSR URURRTT 8
2.4 Geology, Topography, and SoilS .........cccceevniiiininiicnenn, ool 9
2.5  Hydrology ..o ..o 12

2.6 Ecological CommUNItIes.........cccceviiiiieiicieericie e, e ————————— 14

2 B W UG J =olo] (o]0 V2SS OSRUORPRRRRD”  JB.  SSS 16
P22 B VLV 1= 1 -1 o To USSR it AUURP. SR 18
LS B V=T 1= v 1 o] S e ———————— 23
2.10  FiSherieS...ccooeieieecese e ekl . B S 25

2.11  Macroinvertebrates........occevvveeveeeirieecreeene, K, et e e et e e e e r e e e a—aresabaaaaan 26
2.12  Herpatofauna ........cccccvenvineneinenenee ... 26
20 B B ANV T L VAV AT o | ) (=Y ORI <O 26
214 MammalS.....oovveiieiiiieieeiieecieecre e BB e SR ettt et e et e et e et e e eareeabe e ebeeereeas 28

2.15 Threatened and Endangered Species ... . ... i ... S0 ccocnieiie ettt 29
2.16  Cultural RESOUICES.......cccervrieririeienienees . TR TURORR 30
2.17 Hazardous, Toxic, and Radioactive WastellH HRWV) ..o 31
2.18 . e e e 31
2.18.1 NYSDEC Interim ) er Navigation Dredging .......ccoovveveververeerereniennn, 32
2.18.2 NYSDEC Techni€a ni i idance Memorandum #4046 .............ccccceerenne 33
2.18.3  USEPA PreliminafgaRemgdia TSSO 34
2.18.4  CONCIUSION........co.c. M e ettt b et s be st r e e neas 34
2.19  Sedimentatiga@ne atic E stem Habitat Degradation ..o 34
CHAPTER 3 - Plang 1T 0 T SO RSP 35

3.1 AN e
3.2
3.3
3.3.1 ~ S
3.3.2 NG CONMBIIAINTS.......cviivirieeieieieiiste et bbbttt bbb nr s e
3.4  Inventorying and Forecasting CoNItIONS...........ccuuvueieiinisiisese et e e srens 37
34.1 INVENLONY OF RESOUICES ... .c.viveiiecieeieetiee ettt e e e e b e sbesnesreaneeneeneens 37
3.4.2 Forecasting Future Without Project CoNditions...........ccceivevverenene i 37
CHAPTER 4 - Formulation 0f AREINALIVES ........ccooiiiiiiiiie e 39
4.1 Alternative 1 - NO-ACHON PlaN........ciiiiiiiie sttt eens 39
4.2  Alternative 2 — Sedimentation BaSiNs..........cccovviiiirieiienene st 39
4.3  Alternative 3 — Dredging AREINALIVES. .......coooiriiiiiiiiie e 40
431 Alternative 3, Dredge Option 1 — Draining the LakKe..........ccccooeriiiiiinenene e 41
4.3.2 Alternative 3, Dredge Option 2 — Mechanical Dredging - No Lake Draining.............c........ 42
4.3.3 Alternative 3, Dredge Option 3 — Hydrologic Dredging .........ccccoceverereninieniceienene e 42
4.4  Alternative 3 — DiSP0oSal AREINALIVES.......ccciiiiiiieeieieeie st 47
44.1 Alternative 3, Disposal Option 1 — CDF NO. 4......cccccciiiiiieiiceeeee et 48
4.4.2 Alternative 3, Disposal Option 2 —C & D Landfill.........cccovveeieiiin e, 48
4.4.3 Alternative 3, Disposal Option 3 - Disposal ON-Site .......cc.ccevevvererinnrinsnse s 48
45  Vegetative RESLOration PIAN .........cooiiiiiiii it nnen 49



451 PIAN OVEIVIBW ...ttt ettt e e ettt e e ettt e s sab et e e st bt e e s abeteessabaeessabbeeesbaeeessabenas 49

452 Vegetation COMPOSITION .......cooiiirieieiieeet ettt b e sbenre e 51
453 Vegetative Buffer Zone DIMENSIONS ........coiiiiiiiiiiiie et 56
454 Management, and Maintenance CONSIErations ...........cccoverereririinieie e 56
CHAPTER 5 - Environmental Assessment of Alternative PIans ... 58
CHAPTER 6 - Cost Effectiveness and Incremental Cost ANAIYSIS ........ccovviviieiieieieienese e 58
B.1  COSt EFfECHIVENESS ..ovivieiiiieicte ettt ettt b et b et b et b e 58
6.2 INCremMeENtal COSt ANAIYSIS......ccviiiiiieiieieieie ettt s be e se et et e sresaesreeneeneeeas 58
List of Figures
Figure 1: 1894 General Plan of SOUth Park ..........ccccvoieiiiiiiiisie et 4
Figure 2: South Park Lake Project LOCAtION Map .......cccoieiiieiiiieeeiee et 6
Figure 3: South Park Lake Site Features and ProjECt SCOPE.......ccurviiririeiriieinieieesie et 8

Figure 4: USDA Soils Map for South Park Lake
Figure 5: South Park Lake Surface Inflow/Outflow Map

Figure 6: Lower Buffalo River/South Buffalo Habitat Corridor ..................d® oo 15
Figure 7: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetlands Inventory.. d’..............cocoiiiiiinicienenn. 20
Figure 8: NYSDEC Regulated Freshwater Wetlands..............cc.cc......, et 22
Figure 9: South Park Lake Sediment Sample Locations ..... . L e 32

Figure 10: Hydraulic Pipeline Cutterhead Dredge .........coooeveeo i 8 e ———————— 43
Figure 11: Plan View of Typical Diked Dredged Material S ent Placement A e —————— 45
Figure 12: Typical Cross Section of Diked Dredged Mategi imeniPlacement Area.........cccoceevevennns 45

Figure 13: Geotube Dewatering ProCeSS .....ccveverververeerrer o et e eee apeesesiesiesteeteeeeiesees e stesnesresneeneeseenes 47
Figure 14: On-site Sediment Disposal LOCAtION............cccooe. am oo 49
Figure 15: Depiction of a Three-Zone Riparian ip..S s 51
Figure 16: South Park Lake Planting Plan.......... S S ..o S ettt neenea 52

List of Tables
Table 1: Soil Descriptions of South Rark®s JACERIEATEAS ...ttt e
Table 2: j
Table 3:
Table 4:
Table 5:
Table 6:
Table 7:
Table 8:
Table 9:

Table 10: Roseaceae FARIIY SPECIES...............ooiueiriiuiirieieierieiee ettt

Table 11: Saxifragaceae REBRIYESDECIES .......c.veiiieie ittt 54
Table 12: Caprifolicaceae FAMTY SPECIES ....c.ooiiiiie ittt 54
Table 13: Hamamelidae Family SPECIES .......cuoiviiiiiiiiiie e e 55
Table 14: Oleaceae Family SPECIES........ciuiiiieiie ettt b e bbb 55
Table 15: Cornaceae Family SPECIES........uiiiiiiiiiie et et 55

Appendices

Appendix A — Agency Correspondence

Appendix B — South Park Lake Phase | Cultural Resource Investigation
Appendix C — South Park Lake Sediment Evaluation Report

Appendix D — South Park Lake Dredging Technical Memorandum
Appendix E — South Park Lake Vegetative Plan



CITY OF BUFFALO

DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS, PARKS & STREETS
DIVISION OF PARKS & RECREATION
BYRON W, DBROWN STLVEN ] STEPNIAK
MAaYQR COMMIZSHONWER

ANDEEW E. BABB
LEPLTY COMBMISEIONER

February 2, 2016

Stephanie Crockatt, Executive Director
Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy
Parkside Lodge, 84 Parkside Ave.
Buffalo, NY, 14214

Re: South Park Lake Ecosystem Restoration Project

The City of Buffalo supports the application of the Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy (BOPC) as
submitted to the Ecological Standing Committee of the Niagara River Greenway Commission, for funding
to complete the Detail Project Report and Environmental Assessmant of South Park Lake Ecosystem
Restoration Study.

We will continue to work collaboratively with the BOPC and United States Army Corps of Engineers on
this important study, as we have done on similar studies in other locations and believe the funding

request is both appropriate and essential from the Ecological Standing Committee.

Thank you for your consideration of this proposal.

Andrew R. Rabb

65 MIAGARA SOUARE [ 305 CTIY MALT, / BURFATCL MY 14202 2373/ [716) 8651 9672/ FAN: (716) 851 5204/ Fmad- acablicity-bu ffalo.com



CITY OF BUFFALO

DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS, PARKS & STREETS

BYRON W. BROWN STEYEN [. STEPMIAK
MAYOR COh{MISEIONER
FETER . MERLO, P.E.

CITY ENGINTER

Qetober 26, 2011

Jennifer Janik

Realty Speeialist

Army Corps of Engineers, BufTalo Distriet
1776 Niagara Strest

Buffalo, Wew York 14207

RE: SOUTHPARKLAKE

Ms. Janik,

Pleasc find attached a signed copy of the agreement between the City of Builalo and the
Army Corps. of Engineers. Plcase sign, execule and rcturn to my office at your earlicst

convenience,

Any questions piease conlact Don Poleto of my oflice at 716-831-5339,

Sincerely,
Peter I. Merio, P.E.
City Engineer
PIM:DIP
CC: Andy Rabb
Buffalo Parks
Attachments

45 MIAGARA BOUARE /302 CITY TLAL L. ¢ BUEFALD, XY 140025073/ (716} RS 1-5638 / FAY: T16L B51-4201 / Eeail: sstepruak@hcitg-laffato.com



CITY CLERK’S OFFICE

CITY HALL

BUFFALO, _June 7, 2006

To Wham it May Concem:

1 Hereby Certify, That at 2 Session of the Common Council of the City of Buffalo, held in
the City Hall, on the __30th  day of _ May 2006 _a resolution was _ Pagsed .

NO. 24
Right of Entry Agreement
US Army Corps
South Park Lake Restoration Project
South District

In order to facilitate continuing swudies by the Department of the Army related to the South Park
Aquatic and Wetiand Restoration Project our depertment has received a license for right of enoy
{copy attached) in the park for survey, exploration and testing,

The proposed time of duration is from 6/ 1/06 to 9/30/2008 with a 90 day written termination
clayse. Our department has no objection to this agreement gwner of South Park and
recommends that Your Honorable Body authorize execution agreement

) D“’P"’*Y City Clerk\}

CCP # 24 was signed by the Mayor on 6/8/06 and returned to the City Clerk's Office
on &/8/06
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WIlIXK-9-06-1012

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
LICENSE FOR RIGHT OF ENTRY
FOR
SURVEY AND EXPLORATION
outh Par { ske Aquatic and W d Res 1 ject uth Perk City of Bu
(Project, [nstallation or Activity) (Trect Number or Cther Property

Identification)

The City of Buffalo, hereinafier calied the “(rantor”, in consideration of the mutval benefils of the
work described, below hereby grants the United States of Americe, hereinafier cailed the “Government”,
& license for right of entry upon following termas end conditions:

1. The Grantor hereby provides to the Government 2 right to enter upon (he land hereinafier described in
order o survey and 10 cary out other exploratory work as may be necessary to complete the
investigation being made of such fands, at any time for the peried June 1, 2006 through Septermnber
30, 2008, uniess terminated or further extended by written egreement of the parties. Either party may
terminate this agreement upon ninety (%0) calendar days wrirten notice to the cther party.

2. This license includes the right of ingress and egress on other lands of the Grantor not deseribed below,
provided that such ingress and egress is necessary and not otherwise conveniently availzble to the
Government,

3. Al tvels, equipment, end ather property taken or placed upon Lhe land by the Government shal! remain
the property of the Government and may be removed by the Govemnment at any time within &
reasonable period aRer the expiration of this License for Right of Entry.

4, If any action of the Government’s employees or agents in the exemcise of this license for right-of-entry
resulting damage t the real property, the Government will, at its option, either repzir such demage or
make an apprapriate scttlement with the Grantor, In no event sheli such repair or setilement exceed
the farr market value of the fee interest of (he real property at the lime immediately preceding such
damege. The Government’s lizbility under this clause tnay not exceed the eppropriations available
for such payment and nothing contained in this agreement may be considered s implying that
Congress will at a later date appropriate funds sufficient to meet deficiencies. The provisions of this
clause are without prejudice to any rights the Grantor may have to make & claim under the Federal
Ton Claims Act, as amended, 28 USC 1346 and 2671 et. Seq., or other applicable federal laws for
property damage, personsl injury or death arising out of the acts of the Government's enployees or
agents while exercising the rights herein granted.



NOTE: THE CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY must be executed by an individual
other than by the person who signed the agreement. The individeal must certify

that the officlal who signed the agreement was authorized fo act ln that capacity.

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

IR Dﬂﬂfﬁﬁ- £. Kgﬁ.}Z— , do hereby certify that I am the

{unmecne otker than (e peredn Lgning the sgresrmert)

ﬂr’f}/ En e NEER . of Lhe éJ;‘W s F

{my position ol nesporrindity within e ergackaio)

gur"f’#w and that 3é$£f’# N GiamBed,
who signed the agreement on behalf of the ();ty d /~ fﬁ#&a

was at the time of signature its @ﬂfﬂf S570ME R
{peition hold)

and that the person who executed Lhe apreernent on behalf

ofthe £ i‘r?" ak EEF #41-0__ acted within histher statutory

authority.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, [ have mada and executed this centification

this /[ L.'Z dayof  ~JoNE , 2006,
Duwec e. Kee/z.
’ Mame)

O 5d Enteny £

(Tided s




WOLIXK-9-12-1001

DEPARTMENT QOF THE ARMY
LICENSE FOR RIGHT OF ENTRY
FOR
SURVEY AND EXPLORATION _
th Park Lake ic and Wetiand Restoration Projeg South Park Lake, City of Buffalo
{Praject, Installation or Activity} {Teact Number or Other Property
Identification}

The Cily of Buffalo, herinafter éaﬂed the “Grantor™, in consideration of the mutval benefits of the
work deseribed, below hereby grants the United States of America, hereinafier called the “Government™,
a license for right of entry upon following terms and conditions:

1. The Grantor hereby provides to the Government  right to enter upon the land hereinafter described in
order to survey and to carry out other exploratory wark as may be necessary to complete the
investigation being meade of such lands, at any time for the period of six (6} months from the date of
signing of this instrument, enless terminated or further extended by wrillen agreement of the parties.
Either party may terminate this agreement upon ninety {90) calendar day's wrilten notice to the other

party,

2. This license incivdes the'right of ingress and egress on other lands of the Grantor not described below:,
provided that such ingress and egress is necessary and not otherwise ¢conveniently available to Lhe
Govemment.

3. All tools, equipment, and other property taken or placed upon Lheland by the Govemment shail remain
the property of the Government and may be removed by the Govemment at any tinte within a
reascnabie period efier the expiration of Lhis License for Right of Entry.

4. If any action of the Government's employees or agents ia the exercise of this license for right-of-entry
resulting damage to the real praperty, the Government will, at its option, either repair such damage or
make an appropriate settlement with the Granter. In no event shall such repair or settlement exceed
the fair market value of the fee interest of the real property at the ime immediately preceding such
damage. The Government’s jiability under this clause may not exceed the appropriations available
for such peyment and nothing contained in this agreement may be considered a3 implying that
Congress will at a later date appropriale funds sufficient to meet deficiencies. The provisions of this
cinuse are without prejudice to any rights the Grantor may have to make & claim under the Federal
Tort Claims Act, as emended, 28 USC 1346 and 2671 et. Seq., or other applicable federal laws for
property damage, personal injury or death arising out of the ects of the Government’s employees or
agents while exercising the rights herein granted.



NOTE: THE CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY must be executed by an individual
other than by the person who sigeed the agreement. The individual must certify
that the official who signed ibe agreement was authorized to act in that capacity.

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

I, 'Pl?l(w Wr- \"3 , do hereby certify (hat 1am the

(o eonn alher hen ibe porsss signiog the agreement)

(R B, of the Lol of M—L‘b

{rtty praici of aspons bility withio 166 orguTzatom)
and that_ s %?{phm\x _

who sipned the agreement on behalf of the C{‘lu;/ h‘( ?)UC][{ G«L—

was at the time of signature its (@Nwriim--—-' s
{peatitérn held) _

and thal the person who executed the agreement on behaif of the

C{kt»fr ﬁi MM& acted within his/her siatatory authority.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, | have mads and executed this certification

Gis 20 dayof_Ockdm_ 2011

T%\wr M‘*""‘"L"\

{ame}

C LJW EW‘}«*& -

Titte) f




New York State Department of Environmental Conservation -

Division of Fish, Wildlife & Marine Resources

New York Natural Heritage Program ~
525 Broadway. Albany, Mew York 122334757

Phone: {518) 402-8935 - FAX: (518} 402-8925 2007 SEp Uy
Website: www.dec state. ny.us 2l p 2 feiqq. Grannis

Co sioner

September 18, 2007

Mantin P, Wargo

U S Armmy Corps of Engineers - Bulfalo District
1776 Miapara Stregt

BufTalo, XY 14207-3199

Plear M. Warao:

in response 1o your recent reguest, we have revicwed the New York Natural Heritage
Prapram databases with respect to an Environmental Assessment for the propased South Park
Lake #206 Aguatic Ecosystiem Restoration Projeet, arca a5 indicated on the map you provided,
iocated in the City of Buffals, Erie County.

We have no records of known occurrences of rare or state-hsied animals or
plants, significant natural commumitics, ar ather significant habitats, on o in the
immediate vicinity of your site.

The absence of data does not necessarily mean that rare or state-listed species, natural
communities of other significant habitats do not ¢xist on or adjacent to the propesed sile. Rather,
our files currently do not contain any information which indicaies their presence. For most sites,
comprehensive field surveys have not been conducied. For these reasons, we cannat pravide a
deNnitive statement on the presence or absence of rare oF state-listed species, or of sigmbicant
natural communities. This information should not be substituted for on-siic surveys thal may be
required for environmental assessment.

Qur databases arc continuaily growing as records are added and updated. 1f this proposed

project is stll under development one year from now, we recommend that you contact us apain
50 thal we may update this response with the most current information.

This response applies aaly to known occumences of rare or state-listed animals and
planis, sipnificant natural communitics and other sipnificant habitats maintained in the Matural
Teritage Data bases. Your project may require additional review ar permiis; for information
regarding other pormits that may be required under siate law for regulated arcas or aclivibies (e.g..
regulated wetlands). please contact the appropniate NY S DEC Regional Office, Division of
Environmental Permits, at the enclosed address.

ara Scoane, Information Scrvices
»ew York MNatural Heriape Program

ce: Reg. 9, Wildlife Mgr.
Rep. 9. Fisheries Mgr.
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New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation

Andrew M. Cuome
Sovernar

Rose Harvey
Commissioner

Division for Historic Presanvalicn » Peehles Island, FO Box 188, Waterford, New York 12188-0188

B15-237-8643

www . Nysparks.com

Mr. Willtam Butler

US Army Corps of Enginecrs
1776 Hiagara Streel

Bulfalo, New Yaork 14287

Dear Mr. Butler:

barch 7, 2012

Re:

UsSACE

Aquatic Ecosystem Festoration Project
South Park Lake

Buffalo, Erie Counry

12PRO0243

Thank you for providing information to the New York State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) regarding the proposed
dredging project at South Park Lake in Buffalo. The SHPOG has reviewed the materials submitted in accordance with Section
104 of the National Historie Preservation Act of 1966 and the relevant implementing regulations.

Based on the materials provided, it is our opinicn that the propossd Aquatic Ecosystern Restaration will have Mo Adverse
E Fect on the historic and cultural resources in and arcund the APE of the dredging projeet. Az you know, Nancy Hener las no

archaeology concerns,

- Bhould you have any questions, 1 can be reached at (318 237-8643, ext. 1287, or by emal at clizabeth. martin@parks.ny.us,
Please refer to the SHPO Project Review (PRY number in any future comrespondences regarding this project.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Martin

Historic Site Restoation Coordinator

ce: Donnie L. Locking, Tewa Tech

via email only

An Equal Oppertunity EmployerAlimative Action Agengy
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From:Buftalo Botanical Gardens ER LTSI AT azavR0I0 1807 HOLE RGOS

.Iuil'u.u ANR FPRIJ COUNTY

BOTANICA
February 1, 2016 GARDENS

Tim Priest

Chair

GEFSC

NYS DEC Region 9
Michigan Ave.
Buffalg, NY, 14203

Re: South Park Lake Ecosystem Restoration Project

Dear Mr. Prigst:

1 am writing on behalf of The Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens Society, Inc.
to fully endorse the application of the Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy (BOPC) as
submitted to the Ecological Standing Committes of the Niagara River Greenway
Commission, for funding to complete the Detail Projeet Report and Environmental
Assessment of South Park Lake Feosystem Restoration Study.

The Buffale and Erie County Botanical Gardens is a living museum dedicated to
advancing appreciation for and knowledge of plant life and its conpection to people and
cultures through its documented plant colleetion, historic cohactvatory, education,
rescarch and exhibits,

South Park 1s 1 jewel of the Olmsted Parks System, and an important component of the
Niagara River Greenway Corridor, the City of Buffalo and its South Buffalo commuuity,
Restoration of Seuth Park Lake could restore habitat, ecosystem and aquatic filtration
function to the 24 acre historic lake facilitating the recovery of flora and fauna diversity
in Sonuth Park. In addition to the lake itself, this project repairs Lhe shereline and
creates points of access to the water's edge. Thorough study of existing conditions,
evaluation of alternatives, and environmental review are critically important in setting
the stage for future action and improvements.

We support the BOPC's collaborative work with agencies including the Army Corps of
Engineers on this important study, and believe the funding request is both appropriate
and essential from the Ecological Standing Committee,

Thank you for your consideration of this proposal,

Sincorely,

Lrd U Soco—
David Swarts
President/CEQ

Bufialo and Erie County Bolanical Gordans Sociely, Inc | 2655 South Park Avenus | Buffolo, New York 14218 phone 7168271584 fox 716 828 0091 www.buffalogardens com
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Date: February 2, 2016, 2016

Tim Priest, Chair GEFSC
NYS DEC Region 9

Re: South Park Lake Ecosystem Restoration Project

I am writing 10 inform you that I fully endorse the application of the Buffalo Qlmsted Parks
Conservaney (BOPC) as submitted to the Feological Standing Commitiee of the Niagara River
Greenway Commission, for funding to complete the Detail Project Report and Environmental
Assessment of South Park Lake Ecosystem Restoration Study.

Being the South District Councilman, I am tasked with many things that bring me greal joy.
Working with BOPC towards the restoration of South Park Lake is one such instance. Along
with the environmental impact this restoration will deliver, the upkeep and proper usage of South
Park 1.ake is very important to the constituents of South Buffalo, The constituency I represent in
South Buffalo holds South Park Lake in a special place. Whether it was growing up using South
Park Lake for all that it has to offer, or wking your children or grandchildren to the park to utilize
all its beautiful characteristics, the preservation and restoration of South Park Lake is very
important, Taking immediate action is necessary when somelhing along these lines comes actoss

my desk.

South Park is a jewel ol the Olmsted Parks System, and an imperiant component of the Niagara
River Greenway Corridor, the City of Buffalo and its South Buffalo community. Restoration of
South Park Lake could restore habitat, ecosystem and aguatic [iltration funclion to the 24 acre
historic lake facilitating the recovery of flora and fauna diversity in South Park. In addition to
the lake itsclf, this project repairs the shoreline and creates points of access to the water’s edge.
Thorough study of existing conditions, evaluation of alternatives, and environmental revicw are
critically important in sctting the stage for futurc action and improvenients.

We support the BOPC’s collaborative work with agencies including the Army Corps of
Engineers on this impomant study, and belicve the funding request is both appropriate and
cssential from the Feological Standing Committee.



caslade

Thank you for your consideration of this proposal.

Sincerely,

@s@‘uwao

South District Councilman



ERIE OUN LEGIS TURE

HoN. LYNNE DixonN
LEGISLATOR
February 1, 2016 DISTRICT 9

Mr. Tim Priest, Chair GEFSC
NYS DEC Region g

270 Michigan Avenue
Buffalo, New York 14203

Re: South Park Lake Ecosystem Restoration Project

Dear Mr. Priest:

I am writing to endorse the ap:lication of the Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy
{BOPC) as submitted to the Ecological Standing Committee of the Niagara River
Greenway Commission, for funding to complete the Detail Project Report and
Environmental Assessment of South Park Lake Ecosystermn Restoration Study.

South Park is a jewel of the Olmsted Parks System, and an important component of th
Niagara River Greenway Corridor, the City of Buffalo and its Scuth Buffale community
Restoration of South Park Lake could restore habitat, ecosystem and aquatic filtration
function to the 24 acre historic lake facilitating the recovery of flora and fauna diversi
in South Park. In addition to the lake itself, this project repairs the shoreline and
creates points of access to the water's edge. Thorough study of existing conditions,
evaluation of alternatives, and environmental review are critically important in settin
the stage for future action and improvements.

I support the BOPC's collaborative work with agencies including the Army Corps of
Engineers on this impertant study, and believe the funding request is both appropriat
and essential from the Ecclogical Standing Committee.

Thank you for vour consideration of this proposal,

Since ly,

Lynne Dixon
Erie County Legislator
District #9

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF HAMBURG, BLASDELL, LACKAWANNA & SOUTH BUFFALO
LEGISLATIVE CHAMBERS ¢ 92 FRANKLIN STREET ¢ BUFFALO, N.Y * 14202 ¢ (716) 858-8671+ L E DIXON ERIE.GOV
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January 28, 2016

Tim DebPriest, Chair GEFSC
NYS DEC Begion ¢
Michigan Ave

Buffalo, Mew York 14203

Re: South Park Lake Ecosystem Restoration Project
Dear Mr. DePriesl:

1 wrile to offer my strong suppont for the application of the Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy 1o the
Ecolegical Standing Committee of the Niagara River Greenway Commission for funding to complete the
Derai] Project Report and Environmental Assessment of South Park Lake Ecosystem Restoration Study.

As a State Senator representing South Park, an Olnsted-designed park, 1 understand 1he imporiance of
maintain the historical inteprity of this vital public property. Nat only does this park serve as the home af
the Buffalo & Enie County Botanical Gardens, but it aiso plays an imponant role as Buffalo's front door
lo the Southtowns.

South Park is an important component of the Niagara River Greenway Corridor, the City of Buffaln's
Olmsted Parks System and the South Buffalo community. Restoration of South Park Lake would restore
habitat, ecosystem and aquatic funclion to the 24-acre historic lake, thereby facilitating recovery of flora
and fauma diversity in South Park. In addition to the lake itsell this project repairs the shoreline and
creatcs points of public access to the water’s edge in this jewel of the Olmsted Parks Svstem. Thorough
study of existing conditins, evalualion of altematives, and environmental review are critically imporiant
in setting the stage for future action, and the completion of this study is key.

Again, 1 strongly support the Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy’s application for support from the
MNiagara River Greenway Commission. Thank youn for your consideration of this proposal. Should you
have any questions, please do not hesitale to contact me in my district office.

Sincerely,

st s

Timothy M. Kennedy
New York State Senator, 63" District





