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CHAPTER 2 - EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 
2.1 Project Location 
 
The South Park Lake Project lies within South Park, a City of Buffalo multi-use public 
park located within the southernmost sector of the city of Buffalo, Erie County, New 
York.   The project is located in the Cazenovia Creek – Buffalo Creek watershed which 
flows directly into Lake Erie.  South Park Lake itself is located 1.5 miles east of Lake 
Erie.  The northwest side of the site is adjacent to rail yards and industrial uses.  The 
southeast side of the site borders commercial and residential areas.  The location of South 
Park Lake and the surrounding area is shown in Figure 2.   
 

 

Figure 2:  South Park Lake Project Location Map 
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Figure 7:  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetlands Inventory 

 
The NYSDEC Freshwater Wetlands map (Figure 8) shows South Park and the project 
located within NYSDEC Freshwater Wetland BU-1 (58± acres).  Based on NYSDEC 
Freshwater Wetland Mapping and Classification Regulations, BU-1 is a designated a 
“Class I” NYSDEC Freshwater Wetland based upon the presence of 4 or more Class II 
characteristics which are as follows:   
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Figure 8:  NYSDEC Regulated Freshwater Wetlands 

 
The aquatic and wetland ecosystems within the project area function together as a system 
in the landscape with other uplands and wetlands resources.  They provide vital habitat 
and natural resource functions and values in an otherwise urban landscape.  Some of 
these functions and values include, but are not limited to fish habitat, 
sediment/toxicant/pathogen retention, nutrient removal/retention/transformation, wildlife 
habitat, and recreation.  The affects of natural and cultural eutrophication combined with 
the introduction and proliferation of aggressive aquatic macrophytes, and the structural 

NYSDEC Regulated Freshwater Wetlands 
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