
GREENWAY ECOLOGICAL FUND (GEF)
June 16, 2015 Update

Background:

• GEF established in December 2007
• $1,000,000  deposited in January each year
• Guidelines for GEF projects were issued August 2008

Financial Status:

• +$8,000,000 deposited to date ($1m per year)
• +$    184,572 in net bank account earnings to date (thru March 2015)

• -$6,126,615 paid to project sponsors to date
• -$    534,301 additional committed to project sponsors
• -$      30,000 requested for project now under review

• $1,493,658 AVAILABLE (assuming pending project is approved)



GREENWAY ECOLOGICAL FUND, 06-16-15 - continued

• 20 Projects approved for GEF funding:
o Niagara River Riparian Restoration Program (Phase I) (complete)
o Study (complete) - Muskellunge Genetic Structure, Reproductive Ecology, and 

Interaction with the Fish Community
o Gill Creek Ecological Enhancement and Wetland Restoration (complete)
o Outer Harbor Bell Slip Stabilization (complete)
o Tree Regeneration at Tifft Nature Preserve (complete)
o Union Ship Canal Public Open Space Project (complete)
o Study (complete) - Regional Growth Through Ecological Restoration of the Niagara 

Gorge Rim
o Enhancement of Bird Habitat, Environmental Education and Interpretation, and 

Ecotourism at Joseph Davis State Park Town of Lewiston, NY (complete)
o Study (complete for Year 1; Years 2 & 3 transferred to HERF) - Evaluation of 

Nearshore Fish Assemblages, Habitat, and the Effects of Herbivorous Rudd 
(Scardinius erythrophthalmus): Determining the Efficacy of Fish Habitat Restoration 
Efforts in the Buffalo Harbor and Niagara River

o Study (complete) - Niagara Greenway Regional Habitat Restoration Strategy (Phase 
I)

o Study (complete) - Niagara Escarpment Legacy Project



o Niagara Riparian Restoration Program, Phase II (started Year 3)
o Study (near completion) - Niagara Greenway Regional Habitat Conservation 

Strategy – Phase II
o Study (starting Year 3) - Quantifying Relationships between Fish Assemblages and 

Nearshore Habitat Characteristics of the Niagara River
o Study (starting Year 2) - Investigating Lake Sturgeon Habitat Use, Feeding Ecology 

and Benthic Resource Availability in the Lower Niagara River
o Study (starting Year 2) - Emerald Shiner Habitat Conservation and Restoration 

Study in the Upper Niagara River: Importance for Sport Fish, Common Terns and 
Public Education

o Stella Niagara Preserve (purchase completed)
o Invasive Species Control, Native Planting and Park Beautification, Cazenovia 

Community Resource Center (nearing completion)
o European Black Alder Removal at Buckhorn Island State Park (completion 2015)
o Shoreline Final Design & Construction, Cazenovia Community Resource Center 

(completion 2015)

• 1 Project pending:
• Green Infrastructure & Native Landscape at Tifft Nature Preserve 
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