December 2, 2008

Memo to: Rob Belue
From: Mayor Richard Soluri

Re: Comments for submitted projects

NFTA - Outer Harbor Bell Slip Stabilization
Very worthy project with Greenway consistency

The Research Foundation of SUNY
It appears to be an interesting study with a total cost of $71,865 including salaries. 1
defer to the Greenway Ecological Fund

Boundary Waters Treaty

Outstanding proposal for an extension patent Bi National event reaching across several
standing committees. This activity will focus much attention to the Niagara River and
the “Greenway Corridor”

City of Niagara Falls — Gill Creek Park Lighting
Consistent with Niagara River Greenway and an excellent project

Tuscarora Nation
Sound ecological enhancements program and consistent goals




Niagara River Greenway
DEC Comments re Consistency, 7" Round Projects
NFTA Outer Harbor Bell Slip Stabilization Project

This proposal seeks to enhance and protect ecological aspects of the recently
completed Outer Harbor Greenbelt Project. This projet, constructed with
over $13 million of Environmental Restoration Program (ERP) dollars
through the DEC, provides 6400 feet of public walking/biking path and 18.4
acres of associated greenspace. The project included significant investment in
improving habitat in the inlet from Lake Erie known as the Bell Slip. Recent
storms have damaged these improvements and threaten its viability. This
proposal is clearly consistent with the Greenway Plan. Because DEC has
already approved $500,000 from the ERP for this poposed enhancement and
staff will continue to provide assistance and input to NFTA should the
project be implemented, however, we are recusing ourselves from voting on
consistency.

Ecological Enhancement, Wetland Restoration, and Aquatic Habitat
Restoration Project on Tuscarora Nation Land Within The Niagara
River Greenway Corridor

This project is consistent with the Niagara River Greenway goals

and seeks to restore lost biological diversity and enhance ecological
function of the headwaters of Gill Ceek. Particular aspects of the

project will need to be reviewed by the Ecological Standing Committee

in order to determine just how hydrology and stream flows have been
affected and surveys done to determine the presence of rare wildlife species
in the wetland. The cost of the project may also require further review by the
Standing Committee.

Boundary Waters Treaty Centennial Celebration

This proposal is to allow the Greenway communities to share in the
upcoming binational celebration of the historic Baindary Waters Treaty,
widely considered the first environmental treaty between the US and Canada.
Since the Niagara River is such a critical piece of this international boundary,



it is fitting that it be a major focus of the celebration. The project will klp to
promote the assets of the entire Greenway community and is clearly
consistent with the goals and vision of the Plan.

Muskellunge Esox masquinongy Genetic Structure, Reproductive
Ecology, and Interaction with the Fish Community: Acquiring
Information Needed for Successful Managment

This project is consistent with goals of the Niagara River Greenway and will
seek to provide much needed information on an important game fish in the
Niagara River ecosystem. Project will also be receiving matching fund€rom
other sources. This fisheries resource is of both local and out of state
importance as anglers from Canada , New York and other states have a keen
interest in this species and will travel to pursue it, thus bringing additional
money into the region. Since the DEC has had staff involved in the formation
of this study we will recuse ourselves from voting on this project proposal.

Niagara Falls - Gill Creek Park Lighting

This proposal seeks to provide funding for enhanced lighting of an existing
City Park. By improving the lighting, the City expects to increase the safe use
of the Park by residents and to reduce the levels of vandalism and damage to
existing Park structures. This will further allow it to make future investments
in the Park with increased confidence that they will be worthwhile. While the
Park is clearly within the Greenway corridor and will clearly benefit
neighborhood residents, it is not as clear that the Greenway as a whole will
significantly benefit. We will support a vote of consstent, then, but expect
that the Standing Committee may have similar questions.
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Project Review Comments and Findings
Paul G. Leuchner, Commissioner
Niagara River Greenway Commission
January 7, 2009

Ecological Enhancement, Wetland Restoration and Aquatic Habitat Restoration
Project, Tuscarora Nation Land (Project No. 111808-A)

After collecting and analyzing field data, sustainable alternatives will be developed that
have the potential to restore the hydrology and ecology of the upper reaches of Gill Creek
a tributary to the Niagara River. The intent of this project is to restore the environmental
values of this water course to conditions that existed prior to the construction of the
Niagara Power Project.

The proposed project is fully consistent with principles, goals and guidelines that define
the Niagara River Greenway Plan. Methodologies formulated as a result of this project
will restore stressed or modified aquatic habitat adding value to the ecology of the
Niagara River corridor. Further, these methodologies could have additional value as best
management practices for environmental restoration that could be applied throughout the
Niagara River Greenway.

Gill Creek Park Lighting, City of Niagara Falls (Project No. 111808-B)

The proposed project will add value and utility to Gill Creek Park allowing people to
more fully enjoy a recreational asset that is a part of the Niagara River Greenway system.
Improvement of lighting will increase the park user base and with increased activity
existing vandalism issues should be less of a problem. Accordingly, this proposal is
deemed to be consistent with the Niagara River Greenway Plan.

QOuter Harbor Bell Slip Stabilization Project, Niagara Frontier Transportation
Authority: Revised December 2008 (Project No. 111808-C)

This project will restore the environmental enhancement measures that were damaged as
a result of intense storm activity during 2008. Although not actually within the Niagara
River, the Bell Slip has significant value as a shallow water fish spawning and nursery
area. It also serves as a resting and feeding area for migratory birds and other species that
follow the Lake Erie shoreline eventually entering the upper Niagara River. The project
is well leveraged utilizing a grant from the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation. In view of the above, the project is found to be consistent with the Niagara
River Greenway Plan. The project will insure the continued existence of quality aquatic
habitat that positively enhances the ecological and recreational sport fishing values of the
Niagara River.



Muskellunge Genetic Structure, Reproductive Ecology and Fish Community
Interaction Study, Research Foundation of the State University of New York
(Project No. 111808-D)

The proposed project will add to the knowledge base for a fish species of significant
recreational importance that inhabits the Niagara River. Research results will provide
helpful measures that will insure effective management of this important fishery resource.
The muskellunge is a high value sport fish species that attracts anglers from all over the
country to the Niagara River thus adding value to the Niagara River Greenway.
Accordingly, this proposal is found to be consistent with the Niagara River Greenway
Plan.



