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Consultation and Review Form 
Please see the attached two pages for the Niagara River Greenway Commission Consultation and 
Review Form. 
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1. Brief Description 
 
The Wild Ones Niagara Falls and the River Region Chapter (Wild Ones Niagara) respectfully 
requests a determination of consistency from the Niagara Greenway Commission for the 
project: Regional Economic Growth Through Ecological Restoration of the Niagara Gorge 
Rim (the Restoration Plan). Wild Ones Niagara endorses the concept of the Niagara River 
Greenway as a linear system of state and local parks and conservation areas linked by a 
network of multi-use trails.  The purpose of the Greenway is to redefine the Niagara riverfront 
through; increasing landside access to the river, creating greenway access from the river, 
augmenting economic revitalization efforts, and celebrating the region's heritage. The project 
meets the goals and vision of the Niagara River Greenway Plan and supports many 
community plans, such as the National Park Service’s Niagara Falls Heritage Area’s 
Principles for Cultural Based Tourist Development and the City of Niagara Falls’ 
Comprehensive Plan.  
 
Project Purpose 
 
Wild Ones Niagara proposes an ecological restoration plan for the Niagara Gorge Rim area 
to identify the current imbalances within the ecological and man-made (built) environments 
and to recommend restoration projects to reinvigorate both the ecological and built 
communities in this area. The Restoration Plan recognizes that the natural and man-made 
environments are required components to a sustainable and vibrant community, which must 
be measured, managed, and be put in balance with each other. To this end, the Restoration 
Plan will provide a natural resource-based approach to guide environmental and community 
restoration in this area. 
 
The Restoration Plan area will cross multiple jurisdictional boundaries. The purpose of the 
Restoration Plan is to provide a unifying tool for bringing the multiple jurisdictions together 
through projects that work to achieve the following:  

 
• To protect and restore the Gorge and Gorge Rim’s botanical uniqueness, significant 

wildlife habitat, and the watershed for future generations, 
• To create riverfront access by breaking down physical boundaries between the 

adjacent neighborhoods and the Gorge Rim area,  
• To improve the long-term economic outlook of the region through adjacent 

neighborhood revitalization and increased ecotourism, and 
• To develop the means for telling the many compelling stories of the environment- 

geology, natural history, ecology- and cultural history, hydroelectricity, civil 
engineering, industry, and to reestablish Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr.’s vision for the 
waterfalls of Niagara and the gorge. 

 
The Restoration Plan will identify specific projects that can be pursued by different entities 
within the area, such as: New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic 
Preservation, the New York Department of Transportation, Niagara County, the City of 
Niagara Falls, the Village and Town of Lewiston, the New York Power Authority, Niagara 
University, and local neighborhood groups. 
 
Project Scope 
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The Restoration Plan area begins at Main Street and First Street in the City of Niagara Falls 
and ends at Center Street in the Village of Lewiston.  The east/west limits are the Niagara 
River and the urbanized neighborhoods or boundaries of the City of Niagara Falls and the 
Village and Town of Lewiston. The views from the top of the Niagara River gorge are 
spectacular in several directions from Niagara Falls to Lewiston.  The attached Regional and 
Study Area Location Maps provide a visual representation of the project area and the 
surrounding context. 
 
The Restoration Plan will identify the ecological and economic opportunities related to the 
gorge both locally and regionally.  The Restoration Plan will create long-term ecological 
restoration and management guidelines that will identify economic, educational, cultural, 
heritage and ecotourism, and wildlife habitat benefits derived from an ecologically diverse 
greenway.  The Restoration Plan will further identify transportation patterns compatible with 
ecological restoration. For example, a continuous system of hiking and biking trails and 
overlook facilities will make this spectacular landscape accessible to residents of Niagara 
Falls, Niagara University, and Lewiston and visitors. This will include an economic benefits 
review and an impact analysis by an independent, economic consultant.  
 
The Restoration Plan will employ an ecological resource-based approach. An ecological 
resource-based approach utilizes available data sources and analysis tools to provide an 
efficient and cost-effective assessment of natural systems and built resources. GIS mapping, 
LIDAR topographic data and 3-D landform models can establish an understanding of current 
and potential relationships between ecological resources and land development patterns. 
The attached sample maps illustrate the ecological resource-based approach analysis that 
will be prepared for the Restoration Plan. Slope Maps and Elevation Maps (attached) visually 
project information derived from a 3-D digital terrain model. Cross-sections generated from 
the same terrain model (attached) illustrate the vertical relationships between land use and 
ecological communities. An ecological resource-based approach to community planning and 
development responds to natural resources in an appropriate manner that will be 
economically and ecologically sustainable in the long-term. The landforms, plant 
communities, soils and hydrology combine to establish a framework to guide sustainable 
community development along the Niagara River Gorge area.  
 
Specific components of the Restoration Plan are shared below: 
 

TASK 1: Gorge Inventory 
An ecological inventory of the Niagara Gorge in the vicinity of the project site will be 
undertaken.  This is anticipated to be a primarily a desktop analysis, using existing 
databases and GIS mapping. The purpose will be to assess historic and current 
ecological conditions within the Gorge.  In preparing the ecological inventory, multiple 
on-line and published data sources will be consulted, including but not limited to: 

 

• New York State Natural Heritage Program data 
• NYS Department of State Significant Coastal Fish and Wildlife Habitat data 
• NYS Breeding Bird Atlas 
• NYS Reptile and Amphibian (Herp) Atlas date 
• NYSDEC Significant Habitat files 
• County and municipal planning and land use reports 
• Niagara County Soil Survey 
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• USGS topographic maps 
• Aerial photography 
• National Wetland Inventory and NYSDEC Freshwater Wetland Maps 
• New York State Museum (Geologic Survey) maps and files 
• Other Niagara Gorge Area plans or studies 

 

In addition, a one day, reconnaissance-level field review will be conducted to develop 
a vegetation and wildlife species list and ground truth data collected from existing 
sources. 
 

TASK 2: Gorge Rim Inventory 
An ecological inventory of the Gorge Rim will be conducted utilizing reconnaissance-
level field review and review of existing databases and GIS mapping (see Task 1).  
The purpose of this inventory will be to review existing ecological and natural 
community conditions in the area currently occupied by the Robert Moses Parkway.  
This task will also include an assessment of scenic views and potential connections 
to existing neighborhoods within this area.  Research on the historic environmental 
conditions prior to construction of the Robert Moses Parkway will also be undertaken 
as part of this task.   
 

TASK 3: Restoration Plan 
An ecological restoration plan will be developed to provide recommendations for 
restoring and maintaining diverse, sustainable ecological communities in the area 
currently occupied by the Robert Moses Parkway.  The goal would be to establish 
ecological communities that are representative of historic natural conditions and large 
enough to support a full suite of native species.  The restored ecosystem should also 
be significant enough to provide educational and tourism benefits to the surrounding 
community.  Historical conditions of the Gorge Rim area and current adjacent natural 
communities will be compared to current conditions to develop a conceptual 
restoration plan. The plan will map locations for establishing different ecological 
communities and outline realistic means of achieving restoration goals. 
  

TASK 4: Circulation Plan 
A circulation and transportation plan will focus on recommendations that balance the 
ecological community as a whole with usage potentials. It will also identify 
appropriate connections for access for people and vehicles from the adjacent 
communities. 
 

TASK 5: Park Urban Interface Plan 
A park urban interface plan will focus on enhancing connections to the 
neighborhoods in the City of Niagara Falls, Niagara University, and the Village and 
Town of Lewiston. The plan will review and make suggestions about the City of 
Niagara Falls’ 2009 Comprehensive Plan neighborhood connection 
recommendations. The plan will include new recommendations for connections to 
adjacent neighborhoods and land uses. 
 

TASK 6: Management Guidelines 



 
PROJECT NARRATIVE 
 
 

8 

Ecological management guidelines will be developed, which acknowledges the 
impacts from neighborhoods, tourists, traffic and other man-made intrusions. 
Guidelines will be developed for the built environment and the natural environment. 
 

TASK 7: Implementation Plan 
An implementation plan will suggest phasing and estimate of cost for each phase or 
segment. The implementation plan will identify specific projects that may be pursued 
by different entities within the area, such as the New York State Office of Parks, 
Recreation, and Historic Preservation, the New York Department of Transportation, 
Niagara County, the City of Niagara Falls, the Village and Town of Lewiston, the New 
York Power Authority, Niagara University, and local neighborhood groups. 
 

TASK 8: Graphic Plan and Simulations 
Visualization techniques, such as a graphic restoration plan and six visual 
simulations (detailed views in three dimensions) of key locations, will be employed to 
help inventory the Restoration Plan area and communicate recommendations for 
development and preservation suggestions. 
  

TASK 9: Economic Impact 
An economic analysis will be done in conjunction with the Restoration Plan. The 
economic analysis will identify potential opportunities that can contribute sustainable 
and diverse economic growth to the area in association with an ecological 
restoration, and review any foreseeable economic impacts resulting from the 
Restoration Plan recommendations.  
 

TASK 10: Video Presentation 
A computer-generated fly-over will be developed for the Niagara Gorge Rim area 
based on the ultimate restoration build-out of the area. This presentation will 
incorporate portions of the graphics and simulations developed in Task 8 above and 
a 2-3 minute fly-over video. The purpose is to create a complete digital presentation, 
which can be used to promote the Restoration Plan concepts.  
 

Project Importance 
 
To be successful, positive change for the Niagara Gorge Rim area must be based on a 
realistic, objective understanding of the natural, cultural, historic, recreational and economic 
challenges and opportunities within the area and regionally that must be addressed to 
improve the communities’ quality of life and potential for the future. Unlike previous plans and 
studies, this Restoration Plan will provide a regional, comprehensive approach, which 
supersedes political boundaries to provide sustainable solutions for the Niagara Gorge Rim 
area.  The Restoration Plan will also provide the Niagara River Greenway with a tool for 
evaluating future projects within this corridor. 
 
In addition, the Restoration Plan will examine the continuous barrier between the City and its 
waterfront due to the Robert Moses Parkway. So egregious has been the intrusion that the 
most important planning efforts of the last two decades have all suggested ways to mitigate 
the impact of the parkway. These include the Niagara Falls Waterfront Masterplan by Sasaki 
Associates (1992), the Niagara Falls Redevelopment Corp Plan by the Jerde Partnership 
(1998), and several others ending with the City of Niagara Falls’ Comprehensive Plan of 
2009.  All reports conclude that given the Parkway's limited value for transportation and its 
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substantial conflicts with the goals of waterfront redevelopment in Niagara Falls, a systematic 
reconfiguration of the Parkway is an absolute necessity. Original Parkway planners greatly 
over estimated the transportation needs of the area, and this has left a grossly over-scaled 
expressway that occupies extremely valuable riverfront lands. 
 
Wild Ones Niagara supports the goal to reconfigure the transportation corridor to purposely 
open the waterfront districts for reconnection into the urban fabric of the city and create a 
pedestrian-friendly and humanly scaled riverfront.  Wild Ones Niagara supports the vision of 
a balanced and restored ecosystem which must support non-transportation goals, including 
education, recreation, tourism, and ecological enhancement.  Wild Ones Niagara supports a 
non-motorized segment of the greenway and the Niagara River Greenway’s commitment to a 
“world class” park, which adjoins beautiful public realm streetscapes to define an attractive 
interface between the city and its riverfront; re-establishes pedestrian and street connections 
between the city and its riverfront, and; creates a renewed setting to stimulate socially 
responsible economic development and reinvestment along the river corridor.  
 
Project Schedule 
 
Wild Ones Niagara aims to begin the Restoration Plan in January 2010 and complete the 
Restoration Plan by the end of 2010. The Restoration Plan will be administered by Wild 
Ones Niagara. 
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2. Advancement of Niagara River Greenway Plan 
 
The Restoration Plan serves to advance the Niagara River Greenway vision including the 
goals, principles, and criteria that define the vision. The following sections describe how the 
proposed project aligns with the Niagara River Greenway Plan. 
 
Niagara River Greenway Vision Statement: 
 
The Restoration Plan promotes and furthers the following Niagara River Greenway vision:  
 
The Niagara River Greenway is a world-class corridor of places, parks and landscapes that 
celebrates and interprets our unique natural, cultural, recreational, scenic and heritage 
resources and provides access to and connections between these important resources while 
giving rise to economic opportunities for the region. 
 
The Restoration Plan will identify opportunities for public use and enjoyment of the Niagara 
Gorge Rim’s distinctive natural, cultural, recreational, scenic, and heritage resources for 
people of all ages and abilities. The results of the Restoration Plan may be implemented 
immediately through phased projects to provide public recreational access along this 
corridor. The increase of recreational use of the Niagara Gorge Rim area and the trail system 
will stimulate economic growth for Niagara Falls and regionally for communities along the 
trail system, and regionally. 
 
Niagara River Greenway Principles: 
 
The Restoration Plan meets the following guiding principles of the Niagara River Greenway: 
 

a. Excellence  
Information generated from the Restoration Plan will create a level of high-
quality, objective analysis beneficial for all projects within this corridor. The 
Restoration Plan will be utilized to identify specific projects that may be 
pursued by different entities within the area, such as the New York State 
Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation, the New York 
Department of Transportation, Niagara County, the City of Niagara Falls, the 
Village and Town of Lewiston, the New York Power Authority, Niagara 
University, and local neighborhood groups. In addition, the Restoration Plan 
will provide the Niagara River Greenway with a tool for evaluating future 
projects within this corridor.  

 
b. Sustainability  

Sustainable measures will be integrated into the Restoration Plan and will 
help promote ecological, economic and physical sustainability for long-term 
viability and effectiveness. Specifically, the Restoration Plan will catalog the 
human and natural ecosystems of the gorge from the City of Niagara Falls to 
the Village of Lewiston. Ecological restoration recommendations will develop 
a diverse set of sustainable and well-managed ecological communities. 
Management guidelines will employ sustainable techniques for long-term 
care. Community connection recommendations will focus on removing 
barriers between the neighborhoods and the river gorge, which will assist in 
promoting neighborhood revitalization. 
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c. Accessibility  

The Restoration Plan will recommend physical and visual access to the 
gorge area for young people, adults, seniors and persons with special needs. 
Focusing on the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA, the Restoration Plan 
will suggest enhancements for recreation and scenic views throughout the 
gorge for young people, seniors and people with special needs.  

 
d. Ecological Integrity  

The Restoration Plan will assist in improving the health, vitality and integrity 
of natural resources and wildlife habitats of the Niagara Gorge Rim. 
Restoration of multiple ecological communities throughout the Restoration 
Plan area will help to sustain these diverse ecological resources and provide 
educational, tourist, and recreational benefits. 

 
e. Public Well-Being 

The Restoration Plan will be designed to promote physical activity and 
community engagement through recommendations to reconnect adjacent 
neighborhoods and tourists to this area. The recommendations will provide 
active and passive recreational activities and quality of life benefits that 
maximize the area’s recreational potential. 

 
f. Connectivity  

The Restoration Plan will increase opportunities for connectivity and access 
along the Niagara Gorge with the adjacent communities. Currently, the 
Robert Moses Gorge Parkway creates a physical barrier between the 
neighborhoods and the river gorge. The Restoration Plan will identify all 
rationales for eliminating this barrier and integrating the open space with the 
adjacent communities. 
 

g. Restoration  
The Restoration Plan will identify projects to restore the Niagara Gorge Rim’s 
multiple ecological communities, and stimulate revitalization in the 
surrounding communities.  Restoration will focus on both improving the 
ecological environments and the man-made (built) environments. 

 
h. Authenticity  

The Restoration Plan will establish a clear sense of “place” and identity that 
reflects the traditional spirit and cultural heritage of the Niagara Gorge Rim 
area.  The Restoration Plan will provide recommendations to protect and 
restore the gorge ecosystems for future generations, and to develop the 
means for telling the many compelling stories of the environment- geology, 
natural history, ecology- and cultural history, hydroelectricity, civil 
engineering, industry, and to reestablish Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr.’s vision 
for the waterfalls of Niagara and the gorge. 

 
i. Celebration  

The Restoration Plan will identify local, historical, cultural legacies and the 
social celebrations, events and activities that should occur along the Niagara 
Gorge Rim area. Recommendations for improved pedestrian paths, vehicular 
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movement and neighborhood connectivity will help to share these local 
historical, cultural and natural resources with local residents and visitors to 
the region.   

 
j. Partnerships 

The Restoration Plan will encourage the cooperation necessary to achieve 
the highest level of Niagara Greenway objectives. Relationships and 
partnerships between relevant government agencies, non-profits, developers, 
charitable trusts, the general public, private businesses, educational 
institutions, authorities, environmental groups, and others will be considered 
and explored. The possibilities of public-private cooperation, for 
example, between nurseries capable of growing native plants for restoration 
efforts and educational institutions offering botany, horticultural, or 
landscaping programs will be explored. An assortment of such relationships 
and partnerships will be suggested and several or more will be examined in 
some detail. 
 

k. Community Based 
The Restoration Plan will seek to protect and restore natural systems, spark 
revitalization and renewal, and promote long term sustainability based on 
community needs.  The Restoration Plan will carefully consider the plans of 
involved communities, such as of the City of Niagara Falls’ 2009 
Comprehensive Plan, the Niagara Falls Waterfront Restoration Plan by 
Sasaki Associates (1992), the Niagara Falls Redevelopment Corp Plan by 
the Jerde Partnership (1998), and several others, while providing sound 
economic proposals that are sensitive to both the heritage of these 
communities and geographical and infrastructure realities. At least two public 
meetings will be held so that members of the communities involved will have 
opportunities to add their input to the planning process. 

 
Niagara River Greenway Goals: 
 
The Restoration Plan will incorporate and promote the Niagara River Greenway goals that 
are designed to help fulfill the vision for the Greenway. The following subsections explain 
how this project supports the Greenway goals. 
 

a. Improve Access 
The Restoration Plan will provide recommendations for increased public 
access to the Niagara Gorge Rim. This access will heighten the potential for 
visitors and residents to experience the rich Niagara heritage of natural, 
cultural, and recreation opportunities. It will also provide neighboring 
communities with opportunities for economic revitalization that will extend 
throughout the region. Currently, the Robert Moses Parkway hinders public 
pedestrian access. The Restoration Plan will identify opportunities to 
eliminate the physical barriers created by the Parkway. 
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b. Make Connections 
As part of the gateway to the Niagara Falls region, increasing the physical 
connections along the Niagara Gorge Rim area will help link the surrounding 
communities and visitors to the entire Niagara Greenway system.   

 
c. Protect and Restore Environmental Systems 

The Restoration Plan will identify projects that will enhance the parkland 
along the Niagara River and restore environmental health of the region 
through restoration efforts. Through increased public use of the waterfront 
area, the Niagara Falls region will have the opportunity to improve public 
awareness of the region’s environmental assets and the Niagara River 
Greenway’s protection of the region’s ecological resources. Restored natural 
landscapes along a Parkway-free gorge rim would enlarge the Globally 
Significant Important Bird Area by over 300 acres. 

 
d. Celebrate History and Heritage 

The Restoration Plan will develop recommendations for celebrating and 
sharing the unique history and heritage of the region with visitors and the 
surrounding communities. For example, interpretative and wayfinding 
signage could help to share the local historical, cultural, and environmental 
stories with residents and visitors.  

 
e. Spark Revitalization and Renewal 

The Restoration Plan will help spark revitalization, reinvestment, and renewal 
in the Niagara Gorge Rim area and the surrounding communities along the 
Greenway corridor through improved access to and from the riverfront and 
trail systems. It will suggest marketing strategies for the active promotion of 
the region’s ecological and other treasures to eco and heritage tourists and 
show how open space parks boost local economies by attracting businesses 
and residents. 
 
Today the U.S. economy is dominated by high technology and service 
businesses selling knowledge and intellectual expertise. Unlike the 
manufacturing businesses that drove the economy in decades past, 
enterprises in the emerging knowledge economy are not tied to specific 
business locations by the need for certain kinds of transportation facilities or 
raw materials.  
 
With more freedom to choose a site, businesses often select one with a high 
quality of life—including parks, open space, and easy access to the 
outdoors—in order to compete for the highly trained, in demand workers of 
the knowledge economy. People used to believe that a decrease in 
environmental quality was one trade-off for economic growth, but in the new 
economy, business leaders recognize that a good environment is ranked as 
the most important amenity in attracting high-technology workers—more than 
housing, cost of living, and good schools. This is a desirable trait termed 
“quality of place.” 
 
For a 1997 study, researchers interviewed 174 small-business decision 
makers whose businesses had relocated to, expanded in, or been launched 
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in Colorado during the previous five years. Respondents reported that quality 
of life was the main reason for choosing the area. Specifically, they ranked 
parks, recreation, and open space amenities as the most important quality-of-
life factors influencing these choices. 
 
For several years, the Trust for Public Land’s Center for City Park Excellence 
has been working with economists to develop methods to study the many 
ways that park and recreation systems contribute economic value to cities. 
 
The center used its methodologies to analyze the value of Philadelphia’s park 
and recreation system. Based on the analysis, the center found that in 2007 
the Philadelphia park system provided the city with revenue of $23.3 million, 
municipal savings of $16 million, resident savings of $1.15 billion, and a 
collective increase of resident wealth of $729 million. 
 
These figures included more than $1.08 billion in what economists call 
“direct-use value” of parks, including sporting activities, walking, picnicking, 
and other park visitation. These values are calculated by asking residents 
what they would be willing to pay for these activities if they were not available 
free from the park system.  
 
Communities that do not cultivate this quality of life will lose out to others that 
do. 
 
Other economic benefits for Philadelphia are detailed elsewhere in this white 
paper, including the value of clean air, clean water, tourism, health, and 
property values. (Conservation: An Investment That Pays, Trust for Public 
Land) 
 

f. Promote Long Term Sustainability 
Wild Ones Niagara is committed to the implementation and long-term 
sustainability of the Restoration Plan’s recommendations. Wild Ones Niagara 
will work with the other entities, such as the surrounding municipalities, the 
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation, 
Niagara County, the New York Power Authority, and Niagara University, 
during the implementation process.   

 
g. Extend Olmsted’s Legacy 

The Restoration Plan will extend Olmsted’s legacy for the Niagara 
Reservation by restoring his original 1885 vision for the Falls and the gorge 
rim. The Restoration Plan recommendations will guide this restoration and 
create open space for the common good. 

 
Niagara River Greenway Criteria: 
 

a. Consistency with Principles 
As demonstrated in the previous subsection, the Restoration Plan is 
consistent with the Principles established for the Niagara River Greenway. 

 
b. Priority Status 
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The Restoration Plan area will serve as a destination and aquatic gateway for 
the Niagara Gorge Rim area through its land and water connections to the 
local amenities. The Restoration Plan’s recommendations will provide 
residents and visitors with improved public access and connection to the 
riverfront for recreational and educational enjoyment. In addition, the 
Restoration Plan’s recommendations will help to restore and preserve the 
Niagara River ecosystem through restoration of diverse ecological 
environments. The project will help to stimulate revitalization of the 
surrounding communities by increasing visiting and regional trail users. 

 
c. Focus Area 

The Restoration Plan will suggest visual improvements along the Niagara 
Gorge Rim. As both a destination and gateway within the Niagara River 
Greenway, the Restoration Plan will demonstrate its positive impact on the 
local and regional economies. 

 
d. Environmental Soundness 

The Restoration Plan will provide restoration plans for both ecological and 
man-made environments along the Niagara Gorge Rim area. 
Recommendations to restore the gorge rim ecology would create riverfront 
access and significant wildlife habitat, protect the watershed, and create a 
genuine greenway along this corridor attractive to a brand new population of 
tourists.  

 
e. Implementable 

Wild Ones Niagara aims to complete the Restoration Plan by the end of 2010 
and begin working on recommended projects by 2011.  This schedule and 
project tasks has been developed with the assistance of a landscape, civil 
engineering and environmental services firm.  

 
f. Economic Viability and Local Sponsor 

Wild Ones Niagara will be the Restoration Plan’s project sponsor. The City of 
Niagara will be the local sponsor. 

 
g. Matching Funds/Leveraging 

Currently, no matching funds have been sought for the project. 
 

h. Consideration of other Planning Efforts 
The Restoration Plan will carefully consider, as stated previously, plans such 
as the City of Niagara Falls’ 2009 Comprehensive Plan, the Niagara Falls  
Waterfront Restoration Plan by Sasaki Associates (1992), the Niagara Falls  
Redevelopment Corp Plan by the Jerde Partnership (1998). It will use as its 
guiding principal the outlines provided by the Niagara River Greenway 
Commission.  

 
i. Clear Benefits 

According to the Trust for Public, communities today usually don’t ask 
whether parks and open space benefits economies, they ask how large those 
economic benefits might be. They are coming to realize that all of the other 
benefits brought by parks and open space—improved recreation and health, 
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cleaner water and air, easier access to the out of doors, even stronger 
communities—also can engender economic benefits in the form of increased 
tax receipts, stronger economies, a better ability to attract businesses and 
residents, and reduced costs for environmental services.” 

 

The Restoration Plan will document how the restoration of natural landscapes along the 
Niagara Gorge Rim will contribute to the economic growth of local and regional urban 
areas—and how the two are inextricably linked.  
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3. Definition of Budget 
 
The Restoration Plan’s general costs are broken down as follows: 
 

Planning $          $140,000.00 
Construction $       N/A 
Acquisition $            N/A 
Administration $           N/A 
Operation and Maintenance / Year $        N/A 
TOTAL PROJECT COST $     $140,000.00 

 
The breakdown of the Planning costs is as follows: 
 

Task 1           $  9,000.00 
Task 2        $18,000.00 
Task 3             $22,000.00 
Task 4             $15,000.00 
Task 5             $10,000.00 
Task 6             $  8,000.00 
Task 7             $  8,000.00 
Task 8             $15,000.00 
Task 9             $15,000.00 
Task 10             $20,000.00 

 
 4. Local Level Initiatives to Gain Community and Government Support 
 
The Restoration Plan will serve as a tool for developing cross-jurisdictional collaboration 
during the implementation process. Wild Ones Niagara will work with the different entities 
within the area, such as the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic 
Preservation, the New York Department of Transportation, Niagara County, the City of 
Niagara Falls, the Village and Town of Lewiston, the New York Power Authority, Niagara 
University, and local neighborhood groups. At least two public meetings will be held so that 
members of the communities involved will have opportunities to add their input to the 
planning process. 
 
5. Existing Conditions, Environmental Setting, and SEQRA Compliance 
  
The signature of the Niagara Gorge Rim area is the dramatic elevation changes and natural 
beauty of the Niagara River and escarpment. Human development, including the Robert 
Moses Parkway, Niagara University, NYPA Power Vista, and growth within the City of 
Niagara Falls, and the Village and Town of Lewiston, has significantly compromised the 
existence of diverse ecological communities along the gorge rim and the human enjoyment 
of this area. In particular, the Robert Moses Parkway creates a physical barrier to the 
riverfront, which does not provide local connections between the adjacent neighborhoods to 
the east and the riverfront.  
 
A few sections of this area provide a glimpse of the past ecological diversity along this 
corridor. The section between Devil’s Hole State Park on the north and DeVeaux (Whirlpool) 
Steps to the south, at the north extension of Whirlpool State Park has been able to retain 
many of its original tree populations. This woodland community is designated as most like 
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the Appalachian Oak-Hickory Forest community. This rich ecological community could 
provide a template for ecological restoration of the entire area. 
 
The Restoration Plan and all proposed projects will comply with SEQRA. New York State 
Parks will be asked to be the lead agency during the SEQRA process. The Restoration Plan 
is consistent with the City of Niagara Falls’ 2009 Comprehensive Plan, which complies with 
SEQRA. 
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New York Power Authority 
 
On September 18, 2009, Robert Daly, on behalf of the New York Power Authority (NYPA), verbally 
acknowledged NYPA’s awareness of the application and does not object to the submission. 
 
New York Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
 
Mark Thomas, Western District Director of the New York Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic 
Preservation (NYSOPRHP), verbally acknowledged NYOPRHP’s awareness of the application and 
does not object to the submission. 
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