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Joseph Davis State Park 

• Part of Niagara River IBA Corridor 
– Globally significant, internationally recognized 

• Bird Conservation Area 

• Town of Lewiston lease agreement with NYS Parks 

• BAS plans to construct a Nature Center 

 



Overall Project Purpose 

• Evaluate and improve avian habitat and interpretive education; 
promote avitourism 

• Stop reduction of shrubland habitat 
– successional shrubland decreasing 
– Maturation into young woodlands (much late successional 
shrubland habitat exists) 
– Spread of invasive shrubs and plants 
– Shrub bird species such as Am. Woodcock, Willow Flycatcher, 
Brown Thrasher, Blue-winged Warbler, Field Sparrow 

• Reduce / remove invasive plant species 
– Buckthorn, phragmites, honeysuckle, multiflora rose 

• Improve educational trails and signage 
 

 



Phase 1 Progress 
Site Assessment and Field Investigations 

• Multiple site visits conducted to update existing 
habitat conditions and identify invasive plant 
locations 

• Four migratory bird and two breeding bird surveys 
conducted at five transects 

• Ecological communities map prepared 

• Previous data compiled as a baseline and 
for completeness 

• Phase 1, task 1 site report being prepared 



Ecological Communities (2011) 



Avian Survey Transects 



Schedule  

• Phase 1, Task 1 report on site assessment and field 
investigations (~ Oct 2011) 

• Phase 1, Task 2 work on Habitat Planning and Initial 
On-site Management (early spring 2012) 

 



• Phase 1 grant NYPA Niagara River Greenway Fund 
– $195,550 award for Phase 1 
– Habitat Assessment, Surveys, Habitat Planning 

• Greenway funding allowed leveraging toward two 
grants for Phase 2 

• Committed to moving forward 

Phase 1 Funding  



Phase 2 Funding 

• Phase 2 Components 
– Implementation of the management plan 

• Invasive shrub removal, native planting 

– Monitoring 

• Funding from National Sources has been Obtained 
– Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) Joint Venture 
  Habitat Restoration Fund -  $160,000 
– National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Sustain our 
 Great Lakes Initiative - $200,000 
– 130 acres to be restored in the 2012 field season 



A Greenway Project with Hemispherical 
Impact 

• Restoration of a key 
stopover and nesting 
habitat 
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